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SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
and read prayers.

' URGENCY MOTION —STOCK DISKASE,
FREMANTLE DISTRICT.

Mr. SPEAKER: ! have received the fol-
lowing commnunication from the member for
South Fremantle (Mr. McCallum):—

Mer. Speaker,—1 desire to inform you it
is my intention when the House mects this
afternoon to move, as a matter of urgencey,
‘“That the House do wow adjourn,’” in
order that the attention of the Hounse may
be drawn to the serious outbreak of dis-
easc in the dairy herds in the Fremantle
district.

It will be necessary, under Standing Order
No. 47a, for seven members to rise in their
places to enable the hon. member to proceed
with this motion.

Seven members having risen in their places,

Mr.  MeCALLTUM
|4.34]: I move—

That the House do now adjourn.

At the outset T want to assure the House and
the (fovernment that there is no intention on
wy part to ecreate & scare or & panie, My
main desire i3 to seeure a declaration from
the Government as to what they are doing re-
garding the outbreak of discase among the
Fremantle dairy herds, and what they pro-
pose to do to relieve the pesition that has

(South  Fremantle)
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cropped up in my electorate. [ know that
the Minister has issued certain instructions,
and that he has been to Sonih Fremantle on
two oceasions to look into matters for him-
self. I know that he has issued orders which,
if carried out, will, I believe, be fairly effec-
tive. T went to the district this morning and
left there at 1 o’clock. 1 know that some
of the orders he issued have not been given
effect to. U desire that the polivy of the
Government shall be made konown to the
House and, by this means, to the public, so
that the instructions of the Minister shalt e
nurile effective. There i1s a very serious posi-
tion inthe Fremantle district, and heart-
rencling  seenes  have been  witnessed,  Men
who have given their lives to building up
their bhusiness and estallishing assets, now
gee the result of their labours completely
wiped out,  The whole of their herds have
pane; their business connections lhave been
wiped out, and they have heen left «fvanded.
| witnessed the other morning the painful
scene of three hig, strong wmen crying like
ehildren because of the misfortune that hadl
hefallen them. Their life's work had pone over-
night; their herds had bean destroyed. At
the present time over 100 cows have either
died from the disease or have heen destroyed,
and during to-day, so far as T could learn
this morning, another 30 or 40 affected cows
will have to be deatrayed before night. Cer-
tain decisions have been reached by the Min-
ister, and he has Dbecn good enough to tell
me what they were and what action he pro-
posed to take. As a result of my visit to the
district this morning, | know that some of
his instruefions have not becn carried out.
To-day dead cows were lying in the yards of
dairies, practically at the back door of some
of the houses. At one place 14 dead cows
were lving within 20 yards of the baek door
and had been lying there since yesterday
worning.  Unless they are removed quiekly
there will he an outhreak of another plague
in that populous distriet. Tn view of the presenr
Lot spell it ecannot he believed that dead
heasts enn lie about without sericus conse-
quences to the people in that district. I know
that the Minister issued instructions that the
dead cows were to be hurnt, but [ found
that only two mer were employed on this
task. Already about 100 cows are to he
bhurnt and despite that fact, only two men
have been engaged to cart firewood—they are
getting  their supplies from the freezing
works—bring tar out from town, and attend
to the fires which are necessary to destroy
over 100 beasts. To ask two men to do that
work effectively is to strive after the im-
possible,

The Minister for Agricniture:
think it is right to say that.

Mr. MeCALLUM: That was the position
up to 1 o’clock to-day! The inspector of the
loeal board of health who is in charge of the
work asked me if T thought it would be with-
in his power to put more men on to cope
with the work without first ringing up the
Minister. I found out the position for my-

I do not
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self, und there can be no question about it.
These men are working for Daly, who was
there himself supervising the operations. To
isk these non to do what they are endeav-
ouring to eope with, is to ask them to rlo the
impassible.
asl when I saw them they were tired and
worn out, They cannot ecntinue working
through to-night. | hope meore inen will he
put en at once. [ sugprested to the Stock
Lepurtment offivial who was in elarge, that
e shoukd see Mr. Weir immediately and
sveck wuthoerity to enguge more men to assist
in cleaning up the distriet. [ suggested that
in engaging men he shonld make use of the
surviees of those whose herds had heen dle-
stroyedd and now had no husiness to attend
to.  Twe hareels of tar only were obtained
lo nssist in the task of destroying over 100
hentl of stoek.  When [ spoke to the oflicial
on that point he seid: ‘T had to pay more
fur the tar than the Fremantle Council are
(notwt in their contrart, and 1 did not feel
indlined to huy more tar.”'  Faney playing
with au huporiant matter like this just for
the wake of a shilling or two in the price of
tar! 1 do not suggest for a moment that
hint tx the Minister's Wlea. 1 simply mention
the fact te show what is in the mind of thase
on the spot whe are dealing with this matter.
Ef ever there was an ocenrrence demanding
the cxercise of autoeratic power, it is this
vne,  Even if the vesponsible official went to
oxtremes, it would be far better than to al-
low matters to drift and for very little to be
done, ns was the position this morning. .

Member: 1t requires & man of initintive
who will act.

Mr, MeCALLUM: In the various pad-
doeks there are dead stock and exereta. In
one Mock, comprising less than half an uere,
there were alout 50 dead cows. on. men-
bers can imaging how much excreta there
wunld be lying about that puedock. A flurk
of crows was there carly this morning, and
1 am told that crows are carriers. Then there
were dogs about. I know that the Minister
issued justruetions that all degs were to be
chained up. They were not chained up, for
at 1 pam. dogs were running abont sniffing
the dead lLeasts. In one instance the dogs
had actually attacked a dead cow. [f this
vondition of affairs is to continue, it must
he remembered that the dogs fullow the milk
earts around in the morning, and it can read-
ily be understood how the discase may spread
in such circumstances, It raw also bhe under-
stood how difficedt it will I to cope with the
disease unless atronger mensures than those
in force so far are adopted, The disease
started in a dairy owned by a man named
Mmith. Four calves and a hull were first
affected.

The Minister for Agriculture: That is not
s,
Mr. McCALLUM: That is what I was told
this morning.

‘The Minister for Agrieulture:
with a cow.

3Mr. Lathan::

It atarted
A cow died first.

They were working all night, -

- T am not to po around with the milk.

[ASBEMBLY.]

Mr, MeCALLALM:
ruct,

The Minister for Agriculinre: T was uader
the iwpression that the position was as you
stated it, but the dairyman teld me half an
hrur ago that it started with one of his cows.

The I'remier: The fart romaing that the
disease is there.

Mr, MeCALLUM: The repson why | men-
tion the point ig that this man advieed e
ihis morning that the only imported Ffodiler
he had on the premises was some hras from
South Awstralin.  He told me that he baa
ane aml a-half tona of the hran, and, ag his
lerd hud been wiped out, he could nor pay
for it, and had arranged with the warehouse
to tuke the hran hack.

The Minister for Agricultme:
be allowed to do that.

Mr. MeCALLUM: 1 toll him to stop il
at onee, 1 advised him to et in toneh with
Mr. Weir immediately and asesrtain what he
was to do. [n the meantime 1 advised him
to cancel the arrangements be had made for
the veturn of the bran, und that the bran
should mt leave the dairy until he conaulted
Mr. Weir, who wonld be down dwring the day.
The tronhle is that the men concerned do not
know where they nre, because they have no
definite instructions. No orders have heen is-
aved to them, and no avthoritative statement
has been made to the dairymen as to how they
sheuld set and what econtrol is actually ex-
ercised over them. The men who were there
thig morning attending to the burning of the
careases—and who were there yesterday and
all Jast night—are not changing their clothes
or hoots before going to their homes. I am
alvised that the dizease is capable of being
carried about in one’'s clothes. Certhinly the
hoots wurn by men walking about amongst
the duad earcases onght net to he worn any-
where elae, We are told that the disease is
not communicable to human beings. But there
is in the distriet a dairy with from five to a
duzen dead cowa in the yard, and the owner
of that dairy served milk around the distriet
this worning. That is not right. The risk is
too great. When T spoke fo the dairymun, he
gaill to me, ““What am ¥ to do? I have no
instruction. No orders have Leen given that
Half
my stock has gone, and the great bulk of the
remainder will have to be shot before the day
is out.”’ He is not going to cense business
until he knowa where he stands with the Gov-
ernment,  Other eows are roaming around
the distriet, some of them il the way from
sast Fremantle, feeding in the same common-
age where the cows now dead were feeding
a day or two ago.

The Minister for Minces:
Le shat,

Mr. MeCALLUM: Of course:  Another
thing: [ suppose the Minister for Agrienlture
has swen, as [ have seen, that the dogs have
nrt heen chained up.

Mr. Latham: [ did not see one loose dog
there.

Well, that may be cor-

He will not

They ought all to
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Mr. McCALLUM: Numbers of dogs were
running about when I was there. Mr. Weston,
who was there with Dr, Dale, drew my atten-
tion"te a dairyman coming across the hill
with four loose dogs herding up the cows.
Around Morrison’s yard, in which 20 carcases
were lying, there were five or six loose dogs.
Nope had been chained up when I left. I
should like to hear from the Minister a de-
tlaration as to the distriet quarantined. I
anderstand that a day or two ago a declara-
tion was issued to the effect that the distriet
wag under quurantine, but nobody secms to
know the Loundaries of the quarantined area.
Messrs. Elder Smith have a number of sheep
not 200 yards from Morrison’s, Are they to
be permitted to remove those sheep? I am
told that in all likelihood those sheep will be
removed to-day. Also I should like to know
the Government’s attitude as to stock being
landed at Robb's Jetty from North-West

boats. What is to happen to them?
Mr. Harrison: I thought the season had
closed.

Mr. McCALLUM: I pnderstand some stock
are still coming down. When put off the hoats
they are allowed to roam about the paddocks
behind the jetty, Again, I am advised it is
necessary to entirely destroy all trace of the
disease, which, of course, can only be done
by completely destroying the ecarcases, I
think all of Smith’s stock, instead of being
ineinerated, were buried, and that, too, without
any lime. Also quite a number have been
buried without lime in Shepherd’s paddock.
Rinderpest, we are told, lies dormant in the
soil for a considerable time, and in a prolific
Season resumes its activities. If this be really
the dreaded disease, all dead stock should be,
not buried, but incinerated. If, as is said,
stock has been buried without lime down there,
the bodies ought to be exhumed and burnt,
Another point: authority was given to one
dairyman to round up stock in the district
affected, but he was not even armed with a
written authority. At the first attempt he
made to get hold of a beast, he was chal-
lenged for his authority to take the animal.
Unarmed with proper written authority from
the department, he iz in a most diffieult posi-
tion. Up to date there has beem no patrol
around the distriet. I urge the Minister to
institute a strict patrol both day and night,
to see that no cattle pass either into or out
of the distriet.

Mr. Harrison: That is most important.

Mr. MeCALLUM: The patrol ought to be
most strict because, if any of the stock get
out of the distrwet, the trouble may be in-
creased a thousandfold. The situation demands
a strong patrol. Also I desire to have there
a man with full authority to aet immed-
iately he sees that action is required.
That man shovld not have to await instrue-
tinns from someone else as to what to do.
There is no need to impress on the Houze
the possibilities of the disease spreading,
and what it will mean to the State if it gets
beyond control. The House is aware of the
importance of that. If this disease gets
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away to the wheat belt, to the Murchison, to
the North-West amongst the big herds, it
will mean a tremendous setback to our pro-
gress a8 a State. A good deal of credit is
due to the men in the distriet, who have had
their herds depleted, for their unselfish action
in using every endeavour to prevent the
spread of the disease.

Mr. Latham: That is so.

Mr. McCALLUM: One dairyman down
there had under offer to a man in the wheat
belt a truckioad of heifcrs. He did not for-
ward them, beeause he felt it would be
running a risk, notwithstanding that he was
advised by a man supposed to he qualified
that the disease was not ¢ontagions. To-day
not one of those heifers is alive.  Another
dairyman was to have put a aumber into the
market last week, but felt he would be doing
wrong in sending them out. None of those
heifers is alive to-day. So it will be seen that
those men have conscientiously done the right
thing and bhave suffered in the interests of the
State. I hope to hear from the Minister that
the Government will be prepared fo compen-
sate the dairymen for the logses they have
sustained, since their losses are in the inter-
ests of the State. It is not their fault that
the disease has come in. Probably its com-
ing has been due te laxity in Commonwealth
or State departments. The district is one of
the healthiest in Awustralia, being on the side
of a hill overlooking the Indian Ocean.

The Premier: Foreign ships are continu-
ally coming intoc Fremantle.

Mr. McCALLUM: Yes, but that i3 not the
fault of the dairymen, and if their herds have
tv be destroyed i the interests of the State,
I hope the State will see to it that those men
are not at a loss. It is not merely the loss of
their herds. Their businesses have pgone,
Only six months ago one man paid £1,600 to
go into the business. To-day he is wiped out.
Even if those men be re-equipped with stock,
their business connections have been de-
stroyed. It i3 a question, not only of the
interests of the State, but also of the inter-
ests of the Commonwealth., When it comrs
to meeting the liability, expenditure shouid
not be allowed to stand in the way. The best
expert knowledge and advice should be
secured, and the Commonwealth should hbe
asked to assist in compensating the svfferers,
while, of course, effective steps should be
taken to eradicate the disease. I hope we
shall have from the Minister for Agriculture
a declaration as to what has been done and
what it is proposed to do. 1 have no desire
to hamper the Minister in any wav, or ereate
anything in the nature of a scare. [ am
desirous that the disease should be confinel
to the small area in which it is at present.
But when down there this morning, I was nut
satisfled with the measures taken, in fact 1
was disgusted.

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICTLTTUTRE
{Bon. H. K. Maley—Greenough) [4.58]: I
can appreciate the anxiety of the hon. mem-
ber about this disease that has overtaken the
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dairy herds in his district, and whieh is
easily capable of doing tremendous damage
throughout the State. But I do not think it
right for the hon. member to say that omly
two men are employed destroying the ecar-
cases. When I was down there with him two
days ago, all animals—40 or 50—showing
any symptoms of disease were segregated
in the area the hon. member has de-
seribed.  'With the exception of three or four
carcases reserved for the purpose of further
bacteriological examination by Dr. Dale and
his assistants, nearly the whole of those 40
or 60 carcases had been almost completely
incinerated when I was there this afternoon.
There is no doubt that the bullet did get a
little ahead of the firestick. This afternoon
when T was down there to see how my very
definite instructions were being carried out,
I found they had destroyed the affected
cattle, but those that had not all been burnt
would be burnt this afternoon.

Mr. MeCallum: There were only two men
engaged.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
‘We have engaged considerably more. We
have engaged the men whose herds have heem
affected. [t is only right to give them em-
ployment, seeing that through a visitation
‘we have not experienced before, their busi-
ness has been wiped clean out. Yesterday
we thought it would be wise to destroy the
cows in the particular area where the five
herds were congregated if any were showing
signs of diseage. To-day we have decided to
destroy the whole of the cattle in that area.
It ia & very drastic but necessary step, and
is being complied with, I assure the House
that by to-morrow night all the cattle in the
infested area will have been destroyed and
completely burnt up. As to the cows that
died and were buried before the seriousnese
of the outbreak was realised, the carcases
will be exhumed and burnt, and the premises,
paddocks, and everything liable to spread

contagion will be burnt or thoronghly
eleaned up.
Mr. McCallum: Do you include goats,

sheep, and pigs?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Pigs and horses are not susceptible to the
disease. Yesterday afternoon it was found
that a small herd of goats had been affected.
8pecific instruetions have been jssued to de-
Btroy all stock of the ruminating type in that
area, and no other stock will be permitted to
enter the area.

Mr. Harrison: *The disease has not been
definitely identified,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Mo, I wigh to warn the public that they will
be kept sirictly out of the infected area. It
is not right that they should be poking in and
out of the premises when contagion may be
spread by contact. A quarantine area wase
proclaimed this morning extending from the
south mole at Fremantle up the Swan River
to Canning Bridge, then south to the Janda-
kot railway reserve, and from there straight
across to the southern part of the naval base.

[ASSEMBLY.

No stock will be permitted to enter or leave
that area.

Hon. P. Collier: It will need to be closely
patrolled.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I am coming to that, The Commissioner of
Police has stationed police at the North
PFremantle railway bridge and the Canning
bridge to effectively deal with any movement
of stock. Any stock going to the Fremantle
abattoirs for slaughter, instead of being
driven from Midland Junetion, will have to
be trained direet, and any stock arriving in
the State will have to be landed at North
Fremantle, ontside the quarantine area. The
dairymen that have been deprived of their
living are being engaged as stock patrol men,
and are being sworn in as speeiad constables.
Tt will be their duty to prevent the publie
from entering the affected area where the
work of destruction is being carried out.
They will also patrol the southern portion of
the area, together with a police patrol. We
suspect the discase is rinderpest, though the
point has not been definitely cstablished. The
bacteriological or pathological examination
has not enabled that to be finally determined.
The experts, who have heen provided with all
the assistance they require, say that all the
indieations point to its being rinderpest, but
as they have no knowledge of the digease,
they will not say definitely that it is or is
not. We have wired the acting-Prime Minis-
ter asking that he shovld immediately
send over a Commonwealtl veterinary officer
with a knowledge of the disease. If our sus-
pieions are confirmed, it is vitally necessary
that the Federal Government, in the interests
of the whole of the Commonwealth, should
assist us to cope with the outbreak, The
member for Fremantle in the House of Re-
presentatives is leaving for Melbourne to-
night to personally urge upon the Federal
Government the necessity for their co-operat-
ing with ns, and recognising their obligations
to compensate the dairvmen concerned for
the tremendous loss they have suffered by the
wholesale destruetion ordered by the State
Government, A day or two ago I issued in-
structions regarding dogs and other animals
capable of spreading the disease by comtaect.
This afterncon I did not see a dog in the
district.

Mr, MeCallum: Mr, Weston and Dr. Dale
kicked up a noise about the dogs. I saw
dozens of them.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Those instructivns were issued and I believe
they have been complied with, T have ad-
mitted that the bullets got a little ahead of
the firestick, but Pearse’s holding will have
been completely ecleaned up this afternoon,
and the whole of the cattle in the infected
area will have been completely destroyed by
to-morrow night. The measures taken by
us are dristie, but they are absolutely neces-
sary in the interests of the whole country.
On the question of compensation it is the
ordinary funetion of Government to see that
citizens who, by such a calumity are deprived
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of their living, are not denied redress. The
situation at present is difficult, Under the
Stock Digeases Aet it is provided that no
compengation shall be paid in respect of
ordivary diseases sueh as tuberculesis angd
pleuro-pneumonis if extreme measures be
necessary to protect the public health. This,
however, is a different matter, and the hon,
member need have no fear of the Government
not extending the greatest consideration to
those dairymen. 1 think I may safely say
the Government will devise some means where”
by those mien may be re-established in their
busipess. They may not he re-established in
the same distriet, as dairying will not be
permitt¢d in the affected area for at least
another 12 months. We have to take this
precaution hecause we are dealing with a
disease of which we have had no previous
experience.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Yon mean in the area
where the disease is?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The fact of our having proclaimed a wide
quaranting area does not mean that the pre-
caution I have indicated will be applied
wholesale. If the disease spread beyond the
area at present affected and we had to face
compensation e¢laims for the wholesale
slanghter of stock throughout the State, well
it would be beyond the powers of the Gov-
ernment.

Mr. Gibson: Will not the Federal Govern-
ment assisl the State to eompensate those
dairymen.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
We arc endeavouring to enlist the sympathy
of the Federal Government, and are pointing
out their obligations.

Mr, McCallum: Are you burning all that

grass?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
We are going to burn grass, material, and
in fact everything in the particular area.
We have started a special inquiry in the
hope of fracing the source of the disease.
8o far as I can judge by the facts submitted
to me, it is almost impossible to ascertain
the canse. No imported foodstuffs have
been used in the district apart from some
Australian linseed and South Australian
bran, Whether chaff bags have been taken
to the distriet from boats coming from Java,
I do not know, We are doing all that is
humanly possible to combat the outbreak,
though I can quite understand the member
for South Fremantle (Mr. McCallum) in his
anxiety feeling that the measures might
have been given effect to more expeditiously.
The Government fully appreciate how
inimical is sueh a disease to the interesis
of the State, and tbey wview this visitation
with greater anxiety than anything in the
experience of the State. I stress the fact
that we are adopting the most drastic
measures, ITf it be possible to speed up as
the hon. member suggests, we shall spare
no expense to do so. I am glad he hus
taken this opportunity to bring the matter
before the House. It is his function to bring

this forward. If it is necessary to employ
2¢ times the number of men now engaged,
they will be employed.

Mr, JOHNSTON (Williams - Narrogin)
[5.18]): I thank the member for South Fre-
mantle (Mr. MeCallum) for having brought
this matter forward. It has already caused
a great deal of anxiety in all parts of the
State where dairying and pastoral pursuits
are being carried on. Since coming to the
House this afternoon I have received the
following telegram from Mr. James, the
mayor of Narrogin—

Dairying induestry greatly concerned re
disease among Fremantle stock and sug-
gest get Minister prohibit gll movements
of stock from and to affected area to clean
districts.

The Government and the Minister appear-
to have taken very prompt ard proper
action in dealing with this outbreak. I
hope the Minister will see that the instrue-
tions he has given are strictly enforced
within the quarantined area. I hope, too,
that the destruction of stock there will pro-
ceed as quickly as he has indicated he
desires to have it destroyed. We zll recog-
nis¢ the importance of the matter to the
dairying and pastoral men in the State, and
appreciate the prompt action takén by the
Government to prevent the spread of the
disease.

Mr, LATHAM (York) [5.18]: I accom-
panied the Minister on his visit to the in-
fected area. I could not help being struck
by the splendid co-operation that was shown
to exist between the dairymen concerned and
the officials of the Department. The dairy-
men were doing all they could to assist the
Government to carry out the instructions
issued by the Minister and his officers. Their
general conduct was one of the finest examples
of its kind I have ever seen. These people
are making a tremendous sacrifife and the
position has evidently somewhat unnerved
them, but notwithstanding this they are eco-
operating with the Government in a remark-
able manner, There should be a greater
speeding up in the destruction of tha carecases
of the cattle. I saw a beast suffering from
the disease, and witnessed the killing, and I
could mot help feeling that more expedition
should be used in burning the carcase. I saw
no stray dogs in the infected area. .Ontside
the necessity for speeding up the destruetion
of the bodies, everything possible is being
done to combat the trouble. A policeman is
stationed on the bridge guarding the ap-
proach to the area, With the ready eo-opera-
tion of the local dairymen no doubt the out-
break will be prevented from spreading to
any district beyond.

Mr. PICKERING (Susgex) [5.20]: I re-
present a distriet that is dependent for ita
development on the dairying industry. I
greatly appreciate the action of the member
for South Fremantle (Mr. MeCallum) im
bringing this matter forward. T also appre-
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ciate the prompt action taken by the Minister
concerned. It was very gratifying to heu:
the statement of the Minister this afterncon.
This House would stand behind the Govern-
ment and endorse any steps they might take,
no matter what the cost may be, that will
ultimately lead to the eradication of this dis-
ease. We have no definite assurance from the
Minister as to the nature of the disease.
Whatever it is, it must be serious, and, if
allowed to spread, would do the utmost harm
to the State. As our group settlement policy
is dependent for its success upon the dairying
industry, it would cause a most serious sct-
back to it if the disease spread. I hope all
possible steps will be taken to stop the move-
ment of stock from the distriet, and thus
prevent any infection in the clean areas. Tf,
by the means that are being taken, the dis-
ease can be eradicated in its early stages,
the country will be under a great debt of
gratitude to the Minister for his cffective
handling of the position.

Mr. GIBSON (Fremantle) [5.22]: Further
steps have been taken this afternoon to put
on extra men to carry out the work suggested
by the member for South Fremantle (Mr.
MeceCallum), Yesterday a difficulty occurred
from the fact that many beasts were
slaughtered without due preparation being
made for the supply of the necessary fire-
wood to burn the carecases, No expense is
being spared in carrying out this work. M.
Weir has already instructed bhis staff to this
effect. Men are being employed fo see that
the work of destruction is expedited. They
will be on duty all night, and the fires will be
ke_pt going, The Government are to be com-
plimented upon the celerity they have shown
in the handling of this unfortunate outbrealk.
The stock experts of the State were ignorant
ag to the nature of the disease, but they have
taken the right course in treating it as if it
were the rinderpest of South Afriea. Every-
thing possible is being done to prevent the
spread of the disease, whatever it may be.
The assuranee of the Minister with respect to
compensation for the dairymen concerned
will, T am sure, be received with approval
throughout the House. Further, as the mat-
ter affects the cattle herds of the Common-
wealth, an application should be made to the
Federal Government for assistance. Members
may rest assured that every effort will be put
forward to stamp oui the disease.

Mr. DURACK (Kimberley) [5.24]: 1
too, am grateful to the hon. member for call-
ing attention to this dread disease, If, as
we are told, this is an invasion of the South
African rinderpest, it is one of the most seri-
ous stock diseases that has cver visited Aus-
tralin. We know that this disease has de-
cimated the herds of South Afriea. Dur-
ing the last century it has been ome of the
great factors in retarding the ecattle industry
there. A few years ago I was in the Philip-
pines. The authorities there were very con-
cerned about the possibility of the introdue-
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tion of the disease. They had allowed stock,
which was probably carrying the germs of
the discase, to be brought into the coul}tryy
but the beasts were put inte a strietly
guarded quarantine area. Before anyone
could enter this area, he was obliged to take
off hisg boots. I had to take off mine. Just
inside the quarantine ground there was a pail
of disinfectant. One was given a pair of
light shoes to walk im, and after ome had
moved around the quarantine area, one was
taken back to the pail of disinfectant where
the shoes were dipped. The visitor was then
allowed to put on his boots, outside the area.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: So that the Min-
ister and others who have visited the Fre-
mantle district may possibly spread the dis-
ease,

Mr. DURACK: Possibly. I understand
means have now been discovered for dealing
with the disease by inoeulation. Trials have
been made in the north of the Philippines
with the animals that have recently been in-
troduced there. Hitherto it had not been pos-
sible to deal with the disease, but during the
last few years I understand some remedy
has been discovered for it. I know the Gov-
ernment must be fully seized of the danger
of the position to the cattle herds of West-
ern Australia. In the North-West the cattle
herds are large, ranging from 100,000 head
to 1,000 head. We can well understand what
it would mean to the cattle industry of the
North if the rinderpest made its appearance
there. I understand the mortality, when the
disease is rife, i3 95 per cenf. Whilst we
cannot disregard the statements that have
been made as to the possibility of this dig-
ease being rinderpest, and must exercise
every precaution against ite spread, I have
yet to be assured that it is rinderpest. It is
possible that, in view of the exceptionally
good season that has been experienced in the
South-West, the cattle may have developed
something in the way of a loeal disease, such
as might be due from poisoning or some
other cause, and that their disaffection may
resemble the signs of rinderpest.

The Minister for Agriculture: There is
no case of poisoning amongst the cattle.

Mr. DURACK: When in the Kimberleys
we get an exceptionally good season we find
that our stock does not do as well as it does
in an erdinary moderate senson. That is the
experience of cattle growers in the gulf coun-
try. When they get an exceptionally heavy
rainfall followed by a good season it does
not necessarily mean a good season for the
pastoral industry. It is to be hoped the Agri-
cultural Department will refuse to allow any
animals to leave the Fremantle area to go
clsewhere in the State, and that neither dogs,
eats mor any other creature will bhe allowed
out of the infeeted district. I am sure the
Government will do everything possible to
prevent the spread of the disease.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [5.27]: I am
glad the member for South Fremantle (Mr.
MecCallum} has brought this matter forward.
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It is one of the most serious subjects we
have been called upon to disenss since 1
have been a member of this House. Although
the measures taken for the eradication of the
disease may appear to be drastic, I do not
know that we are going far enough. We do
not know the nature of the disease, hut we
think it must be the grave cattle seourge, es-
peeially grave to ruminating stoek, known as
rinderpest. We bave not yet ascertained how
long it takes for the disease to show itself in
the cattle.

The Minister for Agriculture:

to nine days.
" Mr. HARRIBON: [Neither do we know
what stock has been travelling in the guaran-
fined area and from it, since the outbreak
made its appearance.

The Minister for Agriculture:

My, HARRISON: So much the better,

Mr. MeCallum: That is known.

Mr, HARRISON: There is always a great
danger from travelling stock in a case of this
gort. 1 am pleased there has been so much
eulogy of the dairymen affected. They have
not put on the market a single head of stock
since mnotice of this outbreak was given to
them. TFor this they deserve the greatest
eredit, and the thanks of the rest of the cat-
tlemen of the State.

Hon. P. Collier: Hear, hear!

Mr. HARRISON: In the Old Country the
law is very drastic with regard to dealing
with outbreaks of disease amongst eattle. As
soon as a farmer discovers any disease
amongst his cattle he must at once notify
the aunthorities. The area is then declared
infected and a veterinary surgeon is ordered
to diagnose the disease. People who have not
been aequainted with cattle diseases have no
idea what suffering acerues from them.
I saw a lot of this sort of thing in
my vyoung days. Twice on our own farm
we suffered through travelling  stoek
that was carrying the disease. Some stock
was travelling from one farm to another,
but the incubation period had nof sufficiently
advanced to show whether or not the cattle
were diseased. The herd merely passed by one
of our fields. In a few days our own cattle
became affected with this seonrge, which in
that case was the foot-and-month disease.

My, SPEAKER: I do not know that the
motion refers to foot-and-mouth disease.

Mr. HARRISON: I mention the matter to
show what we have to deal with in a discase
of this character, and by way of urging the
Minister to take drastic measures even with
regard to the control of sales. There should
be a quarantine period after each sale, seo
that the time of incubation may elapse be-
fore the cattle are disseminated to the out-
lying parts of the State, It is all very well
to lock the door after the damage has been
done, after the disease has spread from one
portion of the State to another. Too strong
precautionary measures cannot be taken,
The area of this State is very vast, and in
nine days stock ean be taken to remote dis-
tricts. 1 do not want Western Australia to

From two

Yes, we do.
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suffer from the trouble which has gccurred
elsewhere. At this season of the year our
climate renders it much more difficult to
cembat the disease than is the case in such
a climate as that of the Old Country. With
the present hot weather dncubation will be
much more rapid, though this may be an
advantage in one respect. However, the
disease does spread more rapidly in a hot
climate than in a cold one.

The PREMIER (Hon, Sir James Mitehell
—Northam) [5.32]: We do not know the
cause of the outbreak at Fremantle, but we
must recognise that from the same cause
this disease may make itgelf apparent in
other districts. If the disease does appear
elsewhere, that will not be because it has
come from the Tremantle area, where all
precautions have becn and are being taken.
I do hops stock owners will notify the Agri-
cultural Department immediately they dis-
cover any signs of illness in their stock.
Thia outbreak is a most serious matter for
the State. If it has been caused by the
importation of fodder, we do not know to
what other districts that fodder may have
been sent. The Minister for Agriculture
has stated that he has put on a special
officer o inquire into the question of the
origin of the disease. If that can be traced,
it will be a simple matter to trace any
fodder which has been sent to other dis-
triets, should any have been sent, In the
meantime, let me emphasise, the public
ought to be very careful to notify the de-
partment ‘iminediately Tupon the disease
making its appearance in a dairy herd. As
regards the steps being taken at Fremantle,
there is no question of expense, becanse we
know wbhat it will mean to Western Aus-
tralia if the disease spreads. The Agricul-
tural Department have been told by the
Minister that they must give this question
their utmost attention, and that they need
not be afraid on the score of expense. I
believe the officers are now doing the work
of suppression of the disease as the House
wonld have it done. They have the area
of the present outbreak well in hand.

Mr. Pickering: Have the symptoms of the
disease been published?

The PREMIER: At the moment we are
not able to say what the disease is.

Mr. Lutey: The cattle develop a tempera-
ture.

The PREMIER: We must treat this as
tho most serious of all diseases. Indeed,
that is what the Minister is doing, The
Government are not taking any risks what-
ever.

Hon. P. Collier: Even if the diseage be
not rinderpest, the mortality to date indi-
cates that it is just as severe.

The PREMIER: Yes; and therefore the
Government are taking no risks whatever.

Hon, F. T. BROUN (Beverley) [5.36]: I
wish to express iy appreciation of the
action of the member for South Fremantle
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(Mr. MeCallum) in bringing this matter
before the House, and so epabling membors
to know exactly what is being done. I also
appreciate the Minister’s efforts to prevent
the spread of the disease. It seems to me
that he can do no more, T understand that
he has personally visited the area of the out-
break more than once. With regard to vissu-
ing instructions, the impotrtant point is to
sea that those instructions are carried out
rigidly. It appears that tbat is not the case
in this instance, because the member for
South Fremantle has told ns that to-day he
saw a number of dogs following dairy herds
about.

‘The Minister for Agrieulture: The dogs
might come from three or four masters.

Hon. P, T. BROUN: It is the dairyman’s
duty to see that the dogs are destroyed. As
a cattle owner I would not allow a stray
dog to follow my cattle about. I am aware
that it is impossible for the Minister to he
continually on the spot to see that his in-
structions are being obeyed, but I trust he
will do his utmost to ensure that bis officers
carry out his ‘instructions in such a way
that the spread of the disease will be pre-
vented. I know what mortality amongst
stock means. If this disease, involving a
mortality of from 90 to 96 per cent., gets
into the country, the effect will be utterly
disastrous. I was glad to hear the Premier’s
request to stock owners to notify the Gov-
ernment immediately upon the appearance
of any signs of disease in their stock, That
is not done by every stock owner. The
member for South Fremantle said that the
dairymen in the infected distriet had been
most unselfish, and had not allowed their
stock to be sent away, as first they intended
to do. Such an attitude must be highly com-
mended. Unfortupately, it is not the atti-
tude of every stock owner in this State.
Let me refer to the seasonal disease whieh
for a number of years we have had amongst
our sheep, and which is known as the Bev-
erley sheep disease. Ome goes out in the
morning and finds perhaps 20 sheep lying dead,
withont any siga of previcus struggle, out of
a mob that was perfectly healthy the day be-
fore. The misnamed Beverley sheep disease
was ‘introduced into this State by imported
sheep, the owner of which said nothing about
it. It spread until it got into the Beverley
distriet, and immediately I knew of its pres-
ence there I made it known. That is how
the disease got its local name. We have
among us to-day men who will act similarly
to the importer of those sheep. They will
cover up the disease, so as o be able to get
rid of the balance of their stock in the mean-
time. They do not eare about the other man:
he can go hang. Any stock owner guilty of
concealing the presence of disease amoang his
stock shorld be prosecuted. The Minister
referred to sto k going from Midland June-
tion to the Fremantle abattoirs. He said
that instead of being travelled by road—
which I consider a far less dangerous method
—they are going to be trucked. The trucks
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will have to travel through the quarantine
area. In this morning’s newspaper I saw
a statemment by Mr. Le Souef, who undoubt-
edly knows something about stock diseases;
and he declares that the germs can easily be
carried in clothes or on hoots. Thus trucks
nmay pick up the germs in travelling through
the guarantine area. The trucks will be sent
back to the Midland Junction yards, where
there are every week from 15,000 to 20,000
sheep for sale. Moreover, as many as 6,000
or 7,000 sheep may be sent back into the coun-
try again ae stores, or as fats bought by
graziers,

The Minister for Apgriculture: But the
trucks do not go anywhere near the sale yards.

Hon. F. T. BROUN: But they do go through
the quarantine area, and affeeted cattle may be
close to the railway line. The germs will be
carried out hefore we arc aware of it. I
might purchase some shcep at the Midland
yards, and use those particular trucks, with
the result that the rest of my stock would get
the disease, The Minister sbould issue in-
structions for the disinfecting of every truek
before it leaves the quarantine area, When
gtock come into the quarantine area—no mat-
ter how valuable they may be, even if they
are imported rams—they should not be al-
lowed to leave it unti! they have been proved
to be free from the disease.

The Minister for Agrieulture: Imported
stock will not be allowed to land anywhere
else.

Hon. F. T.BROUN : T am pleased to have that
assurance from the Minister. Too many pre-
cautions cannot be taken to prevent the spread
of the disease. The member for South Fre-
mantle said there were some sheep already
paddocked close to the scene of the mortality
—gome 200 sheep owned by Elder Smith. [
hope that their removal will be prevented.

Mr. MeCallum: I did not say how many 1
saw.

Hon. F. T. BROUN: Ii they have been re-
moved within the last few days, I hope steps
will be taken to trace them.

Mr. MeCallum: They have not heen re-
moved.

Hoo.F.T. BROUN: The incineration of ani-
mals is a diffieult thing. I know it,and I never
allow any stock to lie dead on my fproperty;
I burn them at once. That is a preeaution
which every stock owner should take, It is,
however, extremely difficult to burn anything
in a green staie, more especizlly a large animal
like a horse or a bullock. If pits are dug
to burn the eattle in, the ineineration requi-es
only half the quantity of wood that is needed
when one burns them in the open. I am glad
this matter has been brought up. I trust
that the infected area will be safely guarded,
and I hope that the disease will be speedily
wiped out.

Mr. McCALLUM (South Fremantle—in re-
ply} [5.45]: I am pleased with the statements
made by the Minister for Agriculture and the
Premier. The one thing that surprises me
is the amount of work that has been done
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down there sinee I left the distriet at 1
@'clock to-day. Thovgh the Minister deelared
that instruetions had been issned to the dairy-
men that they were to keep their dogs tied
up, that was not donc this morning. When
Mr. Weston drew attention to this, the dairy-
men expressed surprise.

The Minister for Agriculture: T gave in-
structiona that if dogs were fonud roaming
about they were to be shot.

Mr, MeCALLUM: Well, the dairymen have
not reeeived the Minister’s inatruetions. |1
did not hide my ferlings when I saw those dogs
ahout the place. All this points to the neces-
sity for one responsible officer being placed
in rharge of the district to see that the Min-
ister’s ipstructions are carried out.

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope the hon. member
is not going to raise new issues in his reply.

Mr. MeCALLUM: No, except perhaps to
refer to the Minister’s statement that all
stock in the district is to be destroyed. T
wish also to refer to the guestion of the milk
supply for Fremantle.

The Premier: We shall see to that.

Mr. McCALLUM: I wish to keow how
mothers and infants are to fare,

The Premier: We cannot destroy the cows
without making provision for a smpply of
milk from elsewhere.

Mr. MeCALLUM: I was wondering whether
attention had been given to that matter.

The Premier: The loeal authoritics will, of
eourse, take a hand in that.

Mr. MeCALLUM: The milk supply will
Luve to ecome from beyond Fremantle.

The Premier: From Northam, or ¥York, or
Pinjarra.

Mr. McCALLY'M: An organisation should
be created ac that the women and children
will not be left without milk. Regarding the
Premier’s appeal to all stock owners to report
sickness that may be detected in stock, it
would be aa well if those stoek owners were
advised that in the first few days of the
discase there is very little to permit of its
detection other than the taking of the ani-
mal’s temperature. One mam down there
wanted to buy a cow and offered £20 for it.
The owner of the cow said to him, *‘T could
sell you the cow but I will not take you down,
beeause I am sure the apimal will be dead
by next Sunday.’’ It was then rumning »
temperature of 106, As a matter of fact the
cow is now dead. It might be as well to ap-
peal to stock owners to frequently take the
temperature of the animals and report the
result. I am well pleased@ with the statement
made by the Minister and I trust that kis in-
struetions will be given effect to. If those
instructions are carried out to the letter, it
is ag much as we can hope for at the present.
I ask leave to withdraw the motion.

Motion by leave withdrawn. -
(64}
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QUERTION- -HOSPITAL ACCOMMO-
DATION,

Maternity cases, Busselion and Harridale.

My, PICKERING asked the Premier: 1,
Has he received a letter from the hon. secre-
tary of the Red Cross Society, Busselton,
drawing his attention to the urgeney for ade-
quate provision being made for matermty
rases there? 2, Has he received 2 communi-
cation from the Rev. W. J. Foley-Whaling
setting forth the serious position as regards
maternity at Karridale, and submitting a
scheme for the temporary alleviation of the
trouble? 3, If so, will the Premier make &
definite statement as to the UGovernment’s
intentions in this regard, and whether or not
they realise the urgeney?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, Yes.
3, The Government have aiready definitcly
stated that a maternity ward will be built
at DBusselton and a hospital at Margaret
River. In reply to the concluding words, the
Government know more of Group Settle-
ment requirements than the hon. member can
possibly kunow. Tt has instituted the scheme,
and is carrying on with proper organisation
and every determination to help gronp set-
tlers, not only to succeed on their holdings,
but to live in reasonable eomfort, to which
ened faeilities are provided.

QUESTION-—I.A.B. CLIENTS,
Protection against legal process.

Mr. JOHNSBTOXN asked the Premier: 1, Is
he aware that certain farmers working under
the Induatries Assistance Board are being
harassed with writs, and, in some cases,
bankruptey notives, in respeet to old debts,
with most excessive charges added for in-
terest and compound interest? 2, As the In-
dustries Assigtance Board have earried these
men on for some years, ranging back to 1913,
and are handling the whole of the proceeds
from the farming operations, what steps is
iL. proposed to take to protect settlers
from the present legal processes until their
debts can be paid by the beard in the usual
manner? 3, Is it the intention of the Gov-
ernment to introduce legislation to comtinue
to settlers under the Industries Assistanee
Board the protection they enjoyéd until re-
cently wnder the moratorium? 4, If not,
why not?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Several wtits
have been issued by trustees of the assighed
estatéds of three country storckeepers” The
board have no knowledge of the rats of in-
terest charged. 2, The Industries’ Assistance
Act affords no protection against proceedings
in bamkruptey. 3, The bonrd ave now con-
sidering the matter, and will make definite
recommendations to the' Government at an
early dake. 4, Answered by No. 3.
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QUESTION—STOCK DISEASE, FRE.
MANTLE DISTRICT.

Government precautions.

Mr. PICKERING agked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, In view of the serious out-
bhreak of disease amongst cattle in the Fre-
mantle district, has he ascertained whether
there has been any dealing in atock in that
distriet entailing their transport to any other
digiriet? 2, If so, has he taken steps to trace
such stock with a view to the prevention of
the spread of the disease? 3, Are thers any
known methods for disinfecting infected dis-
tricts? 4, Tf so, will he avail himself of
such methods?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE rc-
plied: 1, As far as can be ascertained, mot
recently. 2, Answered by No. 1. 3, The hon.
member’s question is not quite eclear; all
necessary preeautions are being takem. 4,
Apswered by No. 3.

QUESTHON—TEMPORARY RESERVES,
GOVERNMENT POLICY.

Mr, PICKERING asked the Premier: 1,
What is the policy of the Gavernment with
regard to temporary reserves such as Sussex
Location 429, and blocks similarly situated?
2, In view of the scarcity of Crown lands
available for individual seleetion, will he
cause instructions to be issued to throw such
blocks open for selection? 3, If not, why
not?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Loeations, such
as Sussex Location 429, are temporarily re-
served  until it is  definitely ascertained
whether they are required for group pur-
poses, 2, As it has been ascertained that
Location 429 is mot now further required,
instructions have been issucd for it to be
thrown open, and such action has been taken
in other similar eases. A number of blocks
are Liw open. 3, Auswered by No, 2

QUESTION—GROUF BETTLEMENTS,
SCHOOLS.

Mr. PICKERING asgked the Premier: 1,
‘What is the position with regard to the pro-
vision of schools for all groups lying within
the area Ludlow to Augusta? 2, What is the
position with regard to accommodation for
school teachers for that area? 3, Is he aware
that some groups have for months been with-
out edueationa! facilities and that the child-
ren in some cases are running more or less
wild, when they shonld be attending schooif
4, When does he expect to have this area
properly equipped?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Wherever ap-
plications for aschoola have been made, the
Works Department have been asked to pro-
vide huildings. 2, Where satisfactory accom-
modation cannot be provided by settlers, the
Works Department are asked to provide a
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reom for single teacher or quarters for
married teacher. 3, In some cases it has been
impossible to erect buildings, owing to trans-
port difficulties. 4, As soon as possible.

QUESTION—PASTORAL LESSEES,

Mr. MUNSIE (without notice) asked the
Premier: Will he lay on the Table of the
Honge a return showing (a) the names of the
65 lessees who hold six million aeres, which
it iy desired to bring under the 1948 lease
tenure? (b) The locality or localities in
which the leases are situated?

The PREMIER replied: I had attacked to
my notes the list of names of the leaseholders
who bave not come under the 1818 Act, but 1
have not those notes with me nmow, I will
give the hon. member the list, and lay it on
the Table of the Honse, when the Bill is be-
ing dealt with.

PAPERS—OAPTAIN PURCELI,,
DISMISSAL.

On motion by Mr. McCallum, ordered—

That all papers dealing with the dismissal
of Captain Purcell from the Public Works
Department be laid upon the Table of the
House.

BILLS (5)—THIRD READING.
1. Native Mission Stationa

2, Public Institutions and Friendly Socie-
ties Lands Improvement Aet Amendment.

3. Gnowangerup Reserves.
4. Amendments Incorporation.
3

. Anzac¢ Day.
Transmitted to the Couneil.

BILL—STAMP ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam) [6.0] in moving the second read-
ing said: This is really a continuation Bill
for one year. Prior to 1st Jemuary, 1917, the
stamp duty on conveyances and fransfers on
sales was 10s, per cent. The duty was in-
creased temporarily to 5s. per £25, which is
£1 per cent., until the 30th Jume, 1924, It
is proposed to coantinue this arrangement until
the 30th Juoe, 1925. The other amendment
is to enable the duty on transfers of shares
in co-operative and provident societies to be
stamped at the rate of 6d. per £5 instead of
2s. 6d, per £25. Hon. memhers will realise
that 2 man may bold one or two shares in
companies of this deseription and transfers
cannot be made at present amless there is a
payment of 2s. 6d. for every £25. This is
to eontinne until June, 1925.
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Hon. W. C. Angwin: What ig the object
in ‘bringing forward this as a continuation
Billt '

The PREMIER:
way to deal with it.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Act can always
be repealed.

The PREMIER: That is so, but in this
instance I think it is better to deal with it
in the form suggested. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.
Mr. SPEAKER: Does paragraph (c¢) of

Clause 2 contain new matter? Was it in the
Bill last session?

The PREMIER : Yes,
merely reduces the amount,
continuation Bill

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

I think it is the better

the paragraph
It is really a

In Commitiee.

Mz, Stubbs in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill. .

Clauge 1—agreed to.
Clause 2—Amendment of second schedule:

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Bills of this de-
seription should not be continually brought
forward. This legislation should be made
permanent. Each session we have a number
of continuation Bills, I can understand that
course being adopted in connection with taxa-
tion measures, geeing that the rates of taxa-
tion may vary aecording to the requirements
of the State. Continvation Bills shouvld be
done away with and the requirements shonld
be embodied in permanent Acts. We cannot
move amendments to continvation Bills I
hope the Premier will take this matter in
hand and in future have the amendments em-
lLodied in the Act.

The PREMIER: I agree with the member
for North-East Fremantle. It iz a nuisance
bhaving to bring forward these Bills each
session,

Clause put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL — GENERAL LOAN AND IN-
SCRIBED- STOCK ACT CONTINU-
ANCE.

Second Reading.

The PREMTER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—-Northam) [6.4] in moving the second read-
ing said: If T had taken the advice of the
member for North-East Fremantle (Homn.
W. C. Angwin), I should not require to place
before members a Bill of this deseription for
the second time during the current session.
Formerly, when placing an amending Bill
before members this session, I asked them (o
agree to the payment of interest at a rate
not in cxeess of five per cent. Reecently I
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attended a Premiers’ Conference in Melbourne
and we decided we would not pay more than
five per cent. for money raised in Australia.
That was because we could get cheap money
in the Old Conntry. Events move quickly
nowadays, and at the present time money can-
not be secured in Australia at five per cent.
Unfortunately, for the moment we ecannot
transfer money from the Old Country, where
we have cheap money available at eall. As we
cannot traasfer it, I find it necessary to ask
the House to agrec to the Act passed last year,
which fixed the maximum rate at six per cent.
It is unfortunate, but there js no other course
open, While we shall not require to borrow
money for ordinary purposes, we must raise
funds for the redemption of a loan of
£1,000,000, falling duwe shortly, It would be
easy to deal with it if we could transfer
money from London, but, as it is, the money
has to be raised in Australia and the loan has
to be paid here too., I ask the House to
agree to fixing the maximuom rate at six per
cent. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair;
charge of the Bill.

Clause l—agreed to.

Clanse 2—Continnance of Aet No. 8 of
1823

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I understand the
necessity for a second Bjll this session arises
from the fact that the Premier has gome on
the market for a loan of £1,000,000, to be
raised in Australia.

The Premier: Yes.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That is contrary
te the views expressed by the Premier and
his supporters in past years!

The Premier: It is your own loan that we
are renewing.

Hon. P..Collier-
float it loeally.

The Premier: Bof{ we caonot transfer
money from London.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: From time to time
the Premier has argued that the raising of
loans loenlly operates against the business in-
terests of the State and Australia because the
withdrawal of such money retardas the de-
velopment of industries.

The Premier: You see how wrong it is in
this case.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It is not wrong.

The Premier: You know it is wrong.

Hon. P. Collier: And the Government are
making the loan fres of income tax.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That is the induce-
ment becaunse that provision camnot operate
after this year. The Commonwealth have
seen to that. I prefer the Bill before
the Committee rather than the one e
passed earlier this session. It does not
make any difference; we have to pay

the Premier in

You are not compelled to
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the price demanded for money. The lash
loan raised was floated at about £93,

The Premier: Tt cost £4 18s. per cent.

H9n. W. C. ANGWIN: It would be far bet-
ter if the public knew exaetly the amount
they were required to pay for every £100
borrowed. 1t is continvally stated, whea a
loan has been floated, that the loan has heen
successful, that it has been raised at five
per cent. and that money is cheap. When the
returns are placed on the Table no one sees
them except members of Parliament, and it
is then that we find a big premium has had
to be paid and thnt the loan has not really
been a success. I presume the Premier antici-
pates getting the money at par and that is
why he seeks the re-enactment of the 1922
Aet for another 12 months,

Clause put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to .30 p.m.

BILL—INSURANCE COMPANIES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon, Sir James Mitchell
—Northam) [7.30] in moving the second
reading said: Some years ago we passed an
Act under which fire insurance companies had
to put np at the Treasury a deposit of £5,000
before being allowed io earry on bnsiness in
Western Australia. The Act applied to every
company operating here. But there are in the
State agencies for companies located else-
where, and through thoge agencies those eom-
panies are able to carry om business without
lodging the deposit required of other com-
panies trading here. The Bill proposes to
bring those outside companies into line with
the companies that have lodged their deposits.
In other words, agencies carrying on business
in the State for companies having their offices
outside the State will have to put up the de-
posit. T move—

That the Bill be now read o sscond Time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

In Commitice, elc.
Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

BILL—MERREDIN RESERVES.
Second Eeading,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
{Hon. H. K. Maley—Greenough) [7.34] in
moving the second reading said: The Merre-
din Road Board holds the vesting order of
reserve 14223. It is desired to extend this
reserve to cover an area bordered green om
the lithe. The board then intends to concen-

[ASSEMBLY. ]

trate its energics on the reserve by improving
it and utilising it for the combired purpose
of reg¢reation, racecourse and show ground.
At present racecourse reserve 13563 exists in
the position coloured red on the litho. When
the eombined reserve is ready this racecourse
will not be required, and the board desires to
obtain the Crown grant, with power to sell,
frec of trust. There is at present an over-
draft, guaranteed by certain members of the
race cluh jeintly and scverally. It is desired
to apply the proceeds of the sale first of all
to paying off this overdraft, and sccoudly to
the improvement of the new reserve, T
move—

That the Bill be now read a gecond time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, elc.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

BILL—BUSSELTON-MARGARET RIVER
RAILWAY DEVIATION (No 2.)

Jecond Reading.

The MINISTER FOR WORES (Hon. W.
J. George—Murray-Wellington) [7.40] in
moving the second reading said: Last ses-
sion an application was made and a Bill
passed for deviation No. 1. However, when
we got on with the work we found that the
limits of that deviation fell a few chains
short of embracing what is now found to be
desirable for the construection of the line. At
the extreme south end of the Busselton sur-
vey, the proposed deviation is desirable in
order to provide a good junction with the
Margaret River-Flinders Bay line, purchased
from Millars’ Trading Company some yenrs
ago. Also this proposed deviation will avoid
certain steep prades and sharp curves at the
extreme north of the Flinders Bay line. The
ruling grade in the deviation will be 1 in
80, while the sharpest curve has a radiug of
10 chains. The estimated cost is £7,000. 1
move,—

That the Bill be now read a second time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Angelo in the Chair; the Minister for
Works in charge of the Bill

Clauses 1 ard 2, agreed to.

Clause 3—Deviation:

Hon, P, COLLIER: The Minister for
Works frequently treats us to an eloquent
panygeric on the services and work per-
formed by the officers of his department.

Mr, Underwood: Although they are very
crook.
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Hon. P, COLLIER: Consequently I am un-
able to undersiand bhow thev ever overlooked
the need for this deviation when the survey
was being made. This is the second time the
Minister hag heen forced to ask for
authority to deviate this line. TFirst the
original survey was made, and it was de-
cided the line should take a certain eourse. Tt
waa subscquently found necessary to ask per-
misston to deviate to a greater extent than
was allowed in the original Act. The Hounse
pranted that permission. Now the Minister
comes along again and says he finds the de-
viation he asked for Jast year is not suffi-
eient; and he wants to further deviate to the
extent of two miles, in order to avoid eut-
tings and other expensive earthwork. How
iz it the wonderful officers in the depart-
ment controlled by the Minister should have
overlooked this necessity¥

Mr. Underwood: They were busy just
about that time.

Hon. P. COLLIER: How could they have
overlocked the nceessity for this deviation?
The hills down there are zll mnice, smoothly
nndulating hills. Surely they have not grown
ginee last year! Are we to suppose the of-
ficers made but a casual kind of examination
and survey of the work? They have put the
Minister in the humiliating pesition of har-
ing to eome to the House and ask permission
to further deviate the route. Surely there is
something wrong if the responsible officers
do their work in that way. It seems to indi-
eate that only a very casual examination of
the country was made. But for the fact that
the Bill has been on the notice paper for
several days, I might have suspeeted the Min-
ister, ip view of his general attitude to the
Country Party, of a desire to get even with
the member for Sussex.

Mr. Latham: And he is not in the Cham-
ber. '

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister has
brought on the Bill at the very moment when
the official Country Party are having a meet-
ing. .

g&[r. Teesdale: And has rushed it through.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, and the Bill may
have an influence on the election next year. 1
believe the objeet is to deprive the new leader
of the Couniry Party, the member for Sus-
gsex, of his seat. In all fairness the Minister
ought to report progress until the meeting is
over.

Clause put and passed.
(Mauses 4 to 8, Schedule, Title—agreed to.

Bill revorted without amendment, and the
report adopted.

BILL—LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX.
8¢cond Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

Hon, P. COLLIER (Boulder) [7.49]: This
is the usval Bill, and it calls for no comment
on the seeond reading. In Committee T shall

move gome amendments, and I hope members

will assist me to ecarry them.
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Mr, JOHNSTON  (Williams-Narrogin)

-{7.50]: The Premier in his budget speech

expressed the hope that he would be able to
remove the super-tax next year. Lately we
have bad comparisons showing how much
heavier is the income tax here than in other
parts of the Commonwealth. A good deal of
money is being sent from Western Australia
for investment in the Fastern States. It is
shocking that people shonld be so unpatriotic
as to do that in a country needing the bene-
fit of capital so greatly 38 does Western Aus-
tralia. [ am glad the Premier made the
announcement, but now is the time to do it,
and to give the long-suffering taXpayer a
little relief. Last year we reduced the num-
ber of income taxpayers by nearly one-half
by granting exemption to a large section of
the community, and that was compensated
for by increasing the rate from .0084, to
007d. per pound of taxable imecome., This
tax presses very unfairly. It was imposed
only three or four years ago, and I am glad
to think it did not exist when the Labour
Government were in power. Since then the
rate has been increased greatly, and the time
is ripe to get rid of the super-tax. In Com-
mittee T hope an amendment to that effect
will receive support.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam—in reply} [7.52]: I realise that
income taxation here is high, higher than in
any other State, but other taxes in the East-
ern States, with the exception of Victoria, are
higher than here. Probate duty, to mention
one, ig higher. Notwithstanding the high in-
come tax here, we are the lowest taxed State
per head of population with the exeeption of
Victoria. We have to pay our way, and we
must balance the ledger as quickly as pos-
gible. T should be glad if I could reduce
taxation this year, but the House ghould not
ask this of me until we get nearer to squar-
ing the ledger. Taxation is objected to by
all that have to pay it, and we have to re-
member that while income tax is not payable
by workers in receipt of small incomes, such
people are subject to other taxation. The
Customs tariff is a deadly heavy burden on
the working man. He has to pay Cuvstoms
duties on everything worn by his wife, hig
children, and himself, and it eannot be said
that he is not taxed.

Mr. Latham: Of course he is, but it all
goea to the Commonwealth, and there are no
free services for it.

The PREMIER: He i3 taxed in propor-
tion to his income more heavily than is any
other section of the community. T regret
T cannot agree to veduce taxation this year,

Question pont and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 5-—agreed to.
Clause 6—Super-tax of 15 per cent.:
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Mr, JOHNSTON: For the reasons I gave
on the second reading, I hope the Government
will aholish the super-tax now by agreeing to
the deletion of this clause,

Mr, UNDERWOQOD: The development of
Australia is being retarded by heavy taxa-
tion, We must have taxation to pay certain
commitments and meet certain responsibili-
ties, but we should cut out useless expendi-
tore and permit the money collected by way
of taxation to be devoted to the development
of the country. NMueh of the high cost of
living and of commodities is dve to heavy
taxation. The problem confronting Govern-
ments i8 to reduce taxation. A reduction
would mean increased development.

The Premier: There is no doubt abont that.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: We can go on bor-
rowing £3,000,000 or £4,000,000, and taxing
that, too. All of it does not go into develop-
ment, Some of it assists to make up the
revenue. There is waste in the departments
that ghould be eut out and taxation should
be reduced.

Mr. LATHAM: 1 agree with the member
for Willinms-Narrogin in his desire to abolish
the super-tax, but we have passed the Esti-
mates and I do not see how we can reject thia
elaugse. It is vscless to ask the Treasurer to
forego the super-tax after he has framed his
Estimates. The hon. member should have
gshown, when the Estimates were under dis-
cussion, how the expenditure could be re-
duced and siill give the services required,
then he could have moved for the abolition
of the super-tax. 1 am anxious to see taxation
reduced. I agred with the member for Pil)-
bara that until taxation is reduced we shall
not get the development we want.

Mr, ANGELQ: It is regrettable that the
Premier did mnot strike out this eclause.
Capital is being diverted from the State
because of the heavy taxation. The Premier,
however, haa given what I take to be a
definite promise that he will next year do
away with this super-tax.

Hon. P. Collier : Tt was
promise.

Mr. ANGELO: He said he would do his
best to abolish it. I hope this emergency
tax will be got rid of as quickly as possible,
and that the rate of taxation will also be
reduced.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Seeing that mem-
bers of the cross-benches are continnally
crying out for increased railway and other
faeikities, it is rather amusing to hear their
remarks on this question. Our taxation has
been increased largely because of the action
of some members who are now opposing it.
The Government cannot earry on without
taxation. The Premier was quite correct
when he said that per head of the popula-
tion Western Australia was the lowest taxed
State in Australia with the exeeption of
Victoria, It becomes the highest taxed
State only when the Federal tax is included.
In Western Australia everyone who can pay
must pay, whereas in Victoria many people
who can pay are unot eompelled to do so.

not a definite

(AssENBLY.)

Our system is the right one. If people can
make more profit ocut of their investments
in this State, they will stay here. I am not
so sure that capital is going out of the
State. Having passed the Estimates pro-
vidinrg for increased expenditure, we cannot
alter this Bill. Next year many railways
will ba under construction from which there
can be mo revenue for some time, and if
the super tax were cut out that construction
would have to be stopped.

Mr. Underwood: Why not stop it?

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: No one wants to
pay the super tax, but we are compelled to
do 8o in the circumstances,

Hon. P. COLLIER: It would be desirahle
if we could reduce the income tax, but the
money is required. If we ask the Treasurer
to give up an amount of revenue from taza-
tion, we should assist him to make up the
logs in anotber way. There is a means of
doing this, The supertax could be
abolished, and the difference made up by
an ine¢rease in the land tax. Our land tax
system is the most antiquated and obsolete
in Australia. Although land values have
increased enormously in recent years, par-
ticularly in the metropolitan area, the same
tax is being levied as was imposed under
the original Aet in 1807, There have been
great improvements in Perth, and land
values-have gone up enormously during the
past 10 or 12 years. In aspite of this, the
wealthy landlords are having no additional
impoat placed upon them in the way of land
tax. Last year the total amount of land tax
collected in the State was £75,000,

The Miwister for Agriculture :
Vietoria £800,000,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Ahout half of this
revenue wag contributed by the metrepolitan
area. Members of the cross benches have
adopted a foolish policy in respeet to land
taxation. The loan expenditure last year
was £3,388,000, and it is proposed to spend
this year 414 million pounds. All this money
goes into the development of the country,
but the eity land owner rececives the great-
est benefit from «it. TLast year income tax
to the amount of £390,000 was paid, and it is
not fair to allow the city land owners to
escape with a payment of abont £37,000.
While the landlord sleeps, every farmer and
settler is contributing his share to the in-
creased city land values. In some cases the
landlords are living out of the State and
drawing enermous incomes,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Many of them pav
no income tax.

Hon, P. COLLIER: The genuine farmer
need not fear any fincrease in the land tax.
Any increase paid by him wotid be as
nothing compared with the result he would
get from the increased amount that would
be paid into the Treasury by the city land
nWners.

The Premier: That argument will not
hold, The farmer pays only the higher tax
of the two.

And in
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Mr. Latham: He pays both if hia land
is all improved.

Hoa. F. T. Broun: The tax is 14. on un-
improved land and 3%4d. on improved land.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I suppose most of
them pay very little land tax. T shonld say
that during recent years it would be mostly
income tax that was paid by the farmer.
Possibly the land tax could be doubled and
still the farmer would not be paying any
more land tax, simply because his .income
tax would still be the higher of the two.
But that would not be so in the case of the
land owner. In 1916 the total amount col-
lected from land tax, income tax, dividend
duty, stamp duty, license fees, and total-
isator tax was £407,000. Last year the total
amount collected from those sources was
£955,000.

The Premier:
they were.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Only te a very slight
cxtent, becanse Parliament has been en-
gaged wince 1915, and especially during
1918, in amending tax legislation and alter-
ing its incidence, with the result of levying
higher imposts on the people. For the
current financial year the taxation from
these sources is estimated to amount to
£1,016,000.

The Premier: It is not enough to pay for
the free services now,

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am not complaiwing,
However, every one of those taxes has been
largely inecreased of recent years because
the war and other circumstanees have rend-
ered additional revenue essential. But the
land tax we have not touched since 1907,
‘Why should the land owner be exempt from
the obligation to pay additional taxation—
for instanee, the ity land owner who spends
his money out of the State?! Many land
owners are in business, and thes pay in-
come tax, But other land owners simply
own land, without engaging in any kind of
business. That applies particularly in the
ease of city land owners. The heavier in-
eome tax has not affecte@ those owners, It
wonld be only equitable to relieve the
payers of income tax to the extent of, say,
£100,000 and compel the land owners to
make up the amount,

Clause put and passed.
Clavse 7—agreed to.
New clansge:

Hon, P. COLLIER: I intend to move the
following new clause, which, by reason of the
fact that the Bill was circulated only yester-
day, I have not had an opportunity to place
on the Notice Paper:—

Notwithstanding anything econtained in
this Act to the contrary, the income tax
to be charged, levied, collected and paid
under this Act for the finaneial year ending
the 30th dey of June, 1924, shall be cherged,
levied, collected and paid on the ineome
chargeable of the taxpayer, subjeet to the

Ineomes ara higher than
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following deductions therefrom:—{1) Any
charge or expense other than capital expen-
diture incurred in the carrying on or com-
duet of any business, profession, trade, em-
ployment or vocation. (2) The travelling
expenses incurred in producing or protecting
incotne. (3) Donations in money or kind
to Govermment or incorporated institutions
established for benevolent, charitable, scien-
tific or educational purposes. (4) Moneys
expendad or placed in the hauds of trustees
for educational scholarships or bursaries.
{5) The sum of £50 for each child under
the age of 16 yeara dependent upon the tax-
payer. (6) The som of £50 ag travelling ex-
penses te every member of Parliament re-
presenting a  Metropolitan, Metropolitan-
Suburban, or West Province or an electoral
distriet therein; and a sum of £100 for
evory member of Parliament representing
any other province or electoral district. The
provisions of this section shall apply muta.
tig mutandis to the Dividend Duties Act,
1902. The deductions and allowances set
out in paragraphs (1) to (6) herein shall
be in addition to and an extension of those
prescribed by the Land and Income Tax
Agsessment Act, 1907.

Hon, F. T. Broun: What about the inter-
pretation of those deductions and allowanees?

Hon. P. COLLIER: The interpretation, I
suppose, will have to be left to the Commis-
sioner of Taxation. Experience has taught
ug that the Commissioner always interprets the
Act against the taxpayer. I do not say he
does it from bias or prejudice. He maturally
adopts a hard interpretation in favour of the
State’s revenue. I do not know how we can
overcome that difficulty, short of passing a
very bulky measure dealing in detail with each
particular business, and stating at length what
is to be allowed for deduction as reasonable
expenses in the conduct or carrying on of the
business. However, the new eclause gives a
wider interpretation than has been obtained
in the past. I am counfident that to-day many
men are charged tax on income they never
get hold of, and that here is expenditure
legitimately incurred in earning ineome,
which ought to be deducted, but the deduction
of whieh is not allowed. To-day the citizen
pays tax on income he never posscsses and
never will possess.

The Premier: I do not think the first de-
Quction differs very much from what is the
present practice.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Probably that is so.
The Taxation Department are most harassing
to the ordinary citizen. Ome can go to law,
of course, but that remedy is of no avail to
the average person. Most men who know
they are not getting a fair deal—if I may
pet it that way—from the Taxation Depart-
ment pay rather than contend against the
department, because they know from exper-
ience that the latter course brings them no
satisfaction whatever. The Premier may take
the view that in order to enable members to
see the new eclanse on the Notice Paper, pro-

——tn
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gress should be reported.” I propose fo move
the new clause by instalments. I now move—

That the following new clause be inserted:
—*! Notwithstanding anything contained in
this Aect to the contrary, the income lez to
be charged, levied, collected and poid under
this det for the finaneial year ending the
30th day of June, 1984, shall be charged,
levied, collected and paid on the income
chargeable of the tarpayer, subject to the
following deduction therefrom:—(1) Any
charge or expenss other than capital ezpen-
dtiure {ncurred in the corrying on or con-
duct of any business, profession, trade, em-
ployment or vocation.’’

The PREMIER: Judging from a eursory
reading of the mew c]anse,% should say that
its proposals do mnot alter the existing law
very much., Most of these exemptions and
allowances find a place now in the list of de-
ductions.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: But they are not ex-
pressed very clearly in the present list.

Mr. Corboy: The new clause clarifies the
position as to some deductions,

. Hon. P. Collier: The principal alteration is
the increase from £40 to £50 in thé allowance
for children.

. The PREMIER: The new clause really sets
out deductions now existing, except for the
inerease in the deduction for children. I wish
people had more payments of £40 to draw.

Mr. Corboy: TUnfortunately they do not
draw them at all.

The PREMIER: I do not think these
amendments affect the position to any mafer-
ial extent. Perbaps it would be better for me
to look into them and subsequently tell the
Committee to what extent these proposals
differ from the Act.

Progress reported.

BILL—LAND ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Eeading.

Order of the Day read for the resuﬁaption
of the debate from the previous day.

Question put and passed.

In Committee.

My, Stubbs in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill,

Clavse 1—agreed to.
Clause 2—Improvements under Parts V. and
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I move—
That progress be reported.
The Premier: Why?t

[ASSEMBLY.)

Bon. W, C. Angwin: That was the arrange-
meet,

Motion put and passed.

Progress reported.

BILL — FLINDERS BAY-MARGARET
R)IVER RATLWAY DEVIATION (No.
1).

. Second Reading.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W.

J. George—Murray-Wellington) [8.35] in

moving the second reading said: References

were made earlier to the departmental
officers and the work they bhave to
carry out. In all the country trav-

ersed in the South-West, opportunities present
themselves a3 the work proeecds, for deal-
ing with difficulties that may not have ap-
peared before, as improvements in grades
necessitate other alterations.

Ton. P. Collier: But this line was built
by a private company; it is a different mat-
ter. This was a timber line.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The line
dealt with in the Bill was a timber railway
acquired from Millars some years ago. The
railway from Busselton to junetion with the
one dealt with in the Bill is progressing to-
wards completion, If hon. members look at
the railway map they will see the original
timber line which ran to Jarrphdene. They
will notice that it proceeds in a bow-legged
style as timber lines often do, as they are
required in order to seeure the timber that is
availabie, and are nof built with a view to
grades. The departmental officers have found
that they cam shorten the distance, eut out
gome grades, and generally improve the line.
There are severzl steep grades that should
ba cut out and some sharp curves thai are
not desirable when the line is to be used for
passenger trafic. The cost of the work con-
templated by the Bill is £8,066. The length
of line to he deviated is 31% miles, the ruling
grade, 1 in 60, and the sharpest curve bas a
rading of 10 chains. I do not know that
there is anything more I need say in connec-
tion with the proposal. The departmental
officials have gone carcfully imto the matter.
It is years since the line was purchased, and
it has not improved because it has not had
the attention a working railway line requires.
Now we are taking it in hand we wish to eom-
plete the neecssary work, so that by the time
the line from Busselton to Margaret River is
ready for traffic, we shall be able to run
trains threugh to the final destination. I
move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, ete.
Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and the
Teport adopted.
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BILL—-YARRAMONY-NEWCARNIE
RAILWAY,

Necond Reading.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W.
1. George—Murray-Wellington) [8.43] in
moving the second reading uaid: The pur-
puse of the Bill is to anthorise the eonstrue-
tion of a railway from Yarramony to New-
carnie. The length of the line proposed is
635 miles, the ruling grade 1 in 80, and the
sharpest eurve has a radius of 20 chains.
It was proposed te wse 43lb, rails for the
line, but the Government have recently given
the fullest consideration to the necessity for
enabling those responsible for the working of
cur railwasgy to excreise the greatest economy
posaible.  They have come to the conclusion
that for the furure 601, rails shall be em-
ployed. Thix will enable the largest loco-
motives we have to traverse any railways so
construeted, and to haul a load of anything
from 20 to 30 per cent. more than ean be
hen over a Mie constructed with 451b. rails.
This i« in nevordance with the poliey. of rail-
way coustr, ¢tion all over the world, For
many vears past, of course, it has been known
in Western Australia that the course I have
indicated is the correct ome, but financial con-
siderations had to govern the position. In the
Old Country yeara ago a rail of 75lbs. or
S0lbs. per yard was considered to be as heavy
as was likely to be required; yet to-day they
are uwsing rails of from 120lhs. to 140lbs.
per yard, and they find it to be good economy.
Su this Government, as it has come in thejr
time, have adopted the advice of their re-
spomsible engineere and decided that the 60
Ib. rail should be used in future. Tf this line
had heen built with 451b. rails the cost would
have been £359,000, The use of 601b. rails
will infrease the cost by approximately
£50,000.  Ro, when hon, membera are eon-
sidering the proposition, thex can regard the
eapital cost as being approximately £400,000,
st present there are two cxisting lines loop-
ing the area to be served, namely, the Dow-
etin line and the KEastern Goldfields line,
Many of the prople settled within the loop
have to cart a distance of 25 miles, but in
some instances, where the roads follow reund-
ahout routes, the carting is of a distance of
anything vp to 40 miles. Years ago Parlia-
ment decided that a ecartage of 1215 miles
was as much as it was advisable to ask of
our settlers. The people settled in the fertile
district between Yarramony, Yorkrakine and
Newearnie have thus been greatly handicapped
by the abnormal length of their cartage.
Nevertheless it has not daunted them. Abont
two years ago I went throngh the district and
told the settlers that the long-promised line
shonld be surveved. That promise has been
earried out. More recently the Premier pro-
mised that the railway should be constructed
on the survey., Now we have the Bill for
the construction of the line. Years ago the
Railway Advisorr Board recommended this
railway, but dil not decide vpon its ter-
minus.  There are three propositions for
termini, Baandee, Merredin, and Newcarnie.
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Mr. Latham: Would it uot bLe better to
send it to Merredin even mow!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
is for the hon. member to
epinion  upon. The guestion
carefully considered by the engineers of
the Works Department, by the Commis-
sioner of Railways, and by the Government,
and it has been decided that the line should
go to Newcarnie instead of to Merredin, By
this map hon. members will see that if the
line were continued on to junetion at Mer-
redin, it would give a lot of people facilities
that, however, are not nearly so urgently re-
quired as they are in the northern part of the
area. HEverybody in the southern portion of
the district is within reasonable carting dis-
tanee of one or other of the existing lines.
Taking the line northwards will give the
people in this area better opportunities.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: But they are close
to the other railway.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: Again,
when the trana-Australian railway is econ-
tinued from Kalgoorlie to Coolgardie and
down to Merredin, it will give some more
convenicnees to the people there. However,
it is not yet within the realm of practical
polities to say whether the 4ft. 8lin.
gaoge will take the place of the exiating
goldfiells railway. If it should do so,
then of course we have this other narrow-
gauge line to act as a collecting ageney tor
our loeal traffic. In going through this dis-
triet, 1 told the people I hoped they wonld
he sufficiently publie-spirited to avoid in-
juring the prospeets of the line by entering
into a battle of rontes. I pointed out to them
that I had known instances of lines being
delayed for many years, even actually thrown
aside, beeaunse of the diffienlty of reconciling
the claims for the several routes. Although
T spoke plainly to them, the people received
my remarks in the spirit in which they were
given, and have loyally kept to the under-
taking. T told them the instructions T should
give to the surveyors would be to put the line
where it would give the hest accommodation
to the great bulk of the people, that they
were to get a survey that would give equal
opportunities to all. Tt is proof of the
strength and reliability of the people in that
district that this route has been marked down
as one that the people allowed the sarveyors
to proceed along without hindrance of any
sort. [ am not so well able to speak of the
quality of the land in the distriet as will he
members  representing  agricultural constitu-
encies; hut as a layman I can say that pre-
viously T had no idea there was in the dis-
triet so large an area of highly fertile land.
T met there many old friends of mine, but 1
dil not meet anybedy who was not per-
feetly satisfied with his lot, hampered though
he was by long cartage. They all said they
required nothing but a railway. T have great
respect for the men I met there. They have
had to put up with great difficulties, but they
are all imbued with that sturdy spirit neces-
saty to the settling of a young country suck

That
form an
has  heen
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4s Western Australia. I hope to see the rail-
way vcarried through, so that the people in
the district may rcceive full reeognition of
th.ir fine qualities. The line is situated mid-
way between the Bastern railway and the
Dowerin lpap-line, being from 12 to 135 miles
distant from each.

Hon. W, C. Angwin:
the line.

The MINISTERE FOR WORKS:With 45lb.
ralls it would be £339,000, but with 60Ib.
rails the eost would be increased by £50,000.
The member for the distrigt will be ghble to
give full particalars of the number of settlers
and the extent of the area to be served. It
will be en act of justice to build the line and
su recognise the stordy reliability of the peo-
e in that distriet.

Hon. W. €. Angwin: You are entirely
wrong. They had the other railway, but it
was put toe far over I know something
about this.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: [ wax
not in Parliament when the other railway
was authorised, ard so I do not know any-
thing abont it. Perhaps the hon. member
will be able to give the House full informa-
tion about it. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon., W. . Angwin, debate
adjourned,

Tell us the cost of

RESOLUTION—CANCER, TREATMEXNT
AT PERTH HOSPITAL.

Message previously received from the
Council asking concurremee in the following
resolution, now considered—

That in the opinion af fhis House it is
desirable that the Perih Hospital should be
cquipped with the modera X.ray apparatus
neceasary for the treatment of cancer by
the method known aa ‘‘deep therapy.’’

Mr. RICHARDSOX (Subiaco) [8.38]: |
move—

That the House concurs in the Council’s
resolution,

I do this with diffidence hecause it is a
highly technical subject, one that perhaps
onght fo be dealt with by a member of the
medieal profession. Cancer is of =ueh a
nature that everyone who takes an interest

in  flumanity penerafly should use his
hest efforts, if not ta  enre, at all
events to  alleviate as far as  possible
the distress and suffering eaused bv it

Jt is impossible for me to assert that this
treatment is an absolute cure. The mediecal
profession are somewhat conservative in de-
claring that they have a cure for any disease,
and while there is ample evidence to show
that cases have heen congsidered eured by deep
therapy, the medical profession are mot able
to say they have been permanently eumred.
The whole thing is reslly in an experimental,
or, mavr I env, an advanced experimental stage.
Seientists after the study of a _lifetime have
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admitted their inability to trace the cause of
cancer, and bhecause of this it is difficult to
find a cure.  Until quite recently the obly
cures known were those brought about by the
use of the surgeon’s kanife. In many cases,
after two or three operations, the direase re-
curred. In 1916 two professors in Europe
discovered that by using a very high voltage
they could bring out a spark of 16in, in an
X-ray apparatus that would penetrate fur-
ther than any previonsly knowwn, They con-
cluded that they had disecovercd a means to
cure many cases of caneer. For 20 years the
X-ray treatment has been used for cancer,
but prior to 1916 it was restricted to an ap-
paratus that threw forth soft rays. By using
a new machine with a voltage of over 200,000
velts, with & spark of 16in., they produced a
streara of hard ravs of a very bigh penetra-
tive power. Since then experiments kave
been continued with very good results, Tn
this House to-day we have been discussing a
dirense affecting cattle at Fremantle, and the
opinion seemed wmanimous that, no matier
how many thousands of pounds may be spent,
the «isease must be stamped out. Following
on that, T hepe there will be no opposition
to this motion. Probably every member can
recollect some friend that suffcred from can-
cer and the intense agony and distress that
resulted not only to the patient but to his
lovedl omes, U s for us to do all in
our power to relieve suffering and distress,
awl T hope members will take this opportunity
to insist on the Perth Hospital being supplied
with this apparatus. I have some extraets
from a report by Dr. Riddell, the radiologist
at the great infirmary of Glasgow, and also
lertuzer in rdliology at the University of
Glasgow, whae has been experimenting for a
considerable time, The resnlts given by him
are simply astounding. According to his
statements there is no doubt that 30 per cent.
of those who otherwise would have passed out
are being saved. Statistics show that 8 per
eent. of the whole of the deaths in Australin
are due to cameer. Thus ome in every 12
deaths is due to eancer. In 1920 3,000 deaths
were recorded in Australia from tuberculosix
of the lungs and 4,300 deaths from eancer.
We are making many eiforts to reduce the
death rate due to the white seourge, but how
many people realise that the death rate from
eancer is 50 per cent. higher than from con-
sumption? While the death rate from cancer
in Australia is 8 per cent., in Western Ans-
tralia it i slightlv over 9 per eent. Out of
every 11 deaths that occur in Western Aus-
tralia, one is due to cancer. In Melbourne
ntany experiments have been made.

Hon. W. C. Anpwin: I saw in the paper
the other day that this treatment was not
working toe succcasfully. It bhenefits only
vertain kinds of cancer.

Mr. RICHARDSON: If the hon. member
raises that point, ¥ shall have to read the
opinions of some of the leading seieatists. T
do not wish to weary the House by doing that.

Hon. F. T. Broun: TDoes ant radium eause
vancer¥
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Mr. RICHARDSON: I am not talking of
radium.

Hon. F. T. Broun:
X-ray treatment?

Mr. RICHARDSON: No, it is entirely
different, and I hope members will not con-
fuse the two things. A leading medical man
of Sydney—if any member desires his name
I shall be prepared to supply it privately—
has written to Dr, Saw as follows:—

The rcsults obtaired by deep X-ray
therapy are extremely encouraging, so much
so that we are now moving te obtain a
public organisation for its performance.
We do not, however, think that individual
hospitals should perform the work, but
propose to centralise and ecomomise effort
and expense by forming a central institu-
tion to do all this work for all hospitals
and the general public.

He mcentioned six of the leading surgeons of
8Bydney and added—

All these men avail themselves regularly
of the treatment, either as supplementary
to operation or to replace operations in
cases beyond the reach of surgery. It is
a very special job and cannot be under-
taken by a resident medical officer or any-
body who has not had long and accurate
cxperience in X-ray therapeutic work.

Another lettcr, written to DPr. S8aw by Dr,
Clendinnen of Melbourne, states—

In repl¥ to your letter regarling dee
therapy, can certainly confirm what
said to you before. The results T am ob-
taining are most encouraging. What 1
complain of most is the unsuitability of
the cases. They are sent along as a last
resource when they have often generalised
metastasis, as well as local recurrence, after
surgery has proved umsuccessful.

Dr. Clendinnea’s complaint is that people
hesitate to submit to this treatment until they
have discovered that surgical operations have
failed.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I do not attach much
importance to that.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Because of that,
there is reason to believe this method of
treatment in many instances has not had a
fair trial. Wherever it has been given a
fair trial it has been suecessful, Dr. Clen-
dinnen continued—

The local condition is checked and often

disappears, and then the patient dies of

secondaries in the liver or other organs, and

Is it not similar to the

one feels that if he could only get
these cases in  the early stages, and
preferably before operation, a very

great amount of gosd could he done.
T think I said before that your great
tronble may DLe to obtain a suitable
man to run the machine, for it must ecer-
tainly be under the supervision of an ex-
pert. I had an inquiry recently from a man
in WA who was tonsidering starting a
private plant, asking my adviee, and also
if I would give him a course of instruetion,
and lagt week I heard that he was coming
over shortly. In advising him I told him
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that if the hospital were putting in a plant,
I did not kmnow if there would be sufficient
work for both, but if he comes over I ahall
certainly tell him to ses you on hia return.
Qur two deep therapy machines for the
Melbourne hospital are on their way now.
We hope to have them installed soon.
There seems to be some objection to installing
X.ray apparatus in the Perth Hospital. If
we can save the lives of only 5 per cent. of
the people suffering from caneer, it will be
well worth the expenditure of a few thousand
pounds. It i3 useless to contend that the
experiments s¢ far have failed, They bave
not failed. This treatment is gemerally re-
garded as giving a 30 per eceni. return,
and has been responsible for prolomging the
lives of many people suffering from the
disease in severe form. Deep therapy
has rendered suffering less acute. There is
2 tremendous amount of eancer in Western
Australia.  What causes cancer has nop yet
bheen proved. Some cases have been traced
to severe pressure over a length of time,
and others to friction on certain parts of
the body, but no definite cause can be
agsigned. It is sometimes said that amoking,
drinking and over-eating preduce cancer,
Scientific men, whom we must regard as
authorities, state distinetly that there is no
known cause, Therefore it is all the harder
to dea! with this disease. Dr. Clendinnen’s
doubt as to there being a sufficient number
of cases here to keep two machines going
reminds me that two machines have already
been ordered privately for Perth. There-
fore, if the Government are not prepared
to find the money for this X-ray apparatus
for the hospital, they should seriounsly con-
sider paying for the treatment of indigent
patients that may present themselvea at the
hospital. If they will do that the bospital
ecould send the patients on to the private
medical practitioner, and have them oper-
ated on there. I need not refer to the
bumanitarian side of this question. Prob-
ably every memher knows someone who is
suffering from cancer, and knows what a
dreadful disease it is. There seems to be
practically no hope for any man or woman
seized with it. TUp to the present it has
been the surgeon’s knife only that has given
any kind of satisfaction. Because of that T
agk members to support me in this matter.
Any money we spend in relieving the suffer-
ings of humanity, even in a minor and small
degree, will be money well spent. To-day
we showed our consternation bhecause of the
presence of a dread disease amongst our
cattle, and our sympathy towards the people
affected by it. We are also doing our best
to stamp out that disease. Let us, therefors,
endeavour to stamp oui this disease of can-
ecar. If we can make even a step in this
direction I shall feel satisfied that in moving
this motion I have dene my duty to my
country.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon,
R. 8. Sampson—S8wan} [9.16]: I would utter
a word of warning as to the curative effect



1594

of deep therapy treatment, Unfortunately
this is at present in its experimental stage.
Although I sympatlise with all that the
member for Subiaco (Mr. Richardson) has
said and intend to support the motion, I
must express some doubt as to whether the
installation of a deep therapy plant is war-
ranted by the facta as we know them.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Are you speaking on
hehalf of the Medical Department?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes. The
extent to which cancer obtains is undoubt-
edly alarming, as tbe following fgures,
showing the cdeaths in this State from this
digease for the years 1913 to 1922 will
demonstrate—

1913, 178; 1914, 162; 1915, 217; 1916,
238; 1917, 203; 1018, 218; 1019, 251; 1920,
269; 1921, 278; 1922, 302.

The percentage of deatha from cancer to the
total deaths is as follows—

1913, 6.07; 1914, 5.32; 1915, 7.25; 1916,
7.50; 1917, 7.13; 1918, 7.69; 1919, 6.99;
1920, 7.94; 1921, 7.99; 1822, 9.54,

The rate of deaths per thousand of the
population was as follows—

1913, .56; 1914, .50; 1915, .69; 1916,
.76; 1917, .66; 1918, .74; 1919, .76; 1920,
81; 1921, .83; 1922, .88.

Cancer is not a notifiable disease, so that
the full extent of its ravages is unknown,
A dJeep therapy plant will cost from £1,500
to £2,500.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is merely a flea-
bite if lives can be saved. '

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: There are
different grades of plants. I understand
that a cheap plant would cost about £1,500.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: We do not want any
cbeap stuff,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The ex-
pense, however, is not great. The disease
is so widespread that any effort that results
in minimising its effects would be justified.
It is admitted that in some cases the deep
therapy treztment produces good results, but
it is elaimed that in cases of deep abdominal
cancer the results are disappointing.

Mr. Corboy: It is worth while curing the
others,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Yes. Pro-
gress ig being made with research work, Ex-
" periments are being carried on in many of the
large hospitals in England and on the Con-
tinent. There is a dJdanger, but this is
being redunced as greater knowledge is obtained
in the eontrol of the plant, of overdosage, but
it is now possible to secure a fairly definite
regulation of the power of tbe spark. It is
claimed by those qualified to express an
opinion that deep therapy considerably reduces
the red blood eells, and consequently the dan-
ger of anaemia is inereased. A case of eanmcer
may be cured, but this may bring increased
trouble in other directions. It is, therefore,
necessary to express a word of caution. T have
no desire to damp the hope that deep therapy
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offers to anyone, but no object is to be gained
by doing other than placing the position as
it is before the House. We have read in the
paper the account of an operator who had been
conducting deep therapy work, His hands
were very much injured. That kind of trouble
is now a thing of the past. The effect of deep
therapy, as T vnderstand it, is that the rays
playing upon the body affect only the diseased
tissues, That is the principle of the treat-
ment. An X-ray tube costs approximately
£75, and ity life varies from 50 to 90 hours,
Realising the importance of obtaining the
latest iniormation as to this form of treat-
ment, on August 1lith the Premier sent the
following cable to the Agent General:—

Please supply to Health Department,
Perth, all latest information obtainable
London regarding suecess of deep X-ray
therapy in treatment of ecancer,

The secrctary to the Agent General forwarded
to the Premier a number of Jetters on the
subject. The following communication ig
from W, S, Lazarues-Barlow, Professor of Ex-
perimental Pathology in the University of
London:-—

In reply to your letter of the 27th inst.,
which has been forwarded to me, I have to
say that the time is not ripe for dogmatie
statements concerning the value of deep X-
ray therapy in cancer. The German school
at Erlangen, which has done the greatest
amount of work on the subject, iz enthus-
jastie, but in the opinion of French and Eng-
lish, and even the majority of German au-
thorities, is unduly so. This may be be-
capse the Erlangen school has elaborated
its technique more than the others, but on
the whole it is safer to adopf the less op-
timistic view. The site of the malignant
growth and its nature appear to be of great
importance, cancer of the neck, of the womb
showing the greatest proportion from use of
this variety of treatment. There is reagon
to believe, too, that it is useful in cancer
of the breast after operation, and generally
in ecancers of which the site precludes opcra-
tion (e.g., bullet or in which operation has
a poor record of sueress, e.., tongue, ree-
tum, prostate}. In any case the use of
radium to the exclusion of X-rays or in con-
junction therewith should be considered and,
if deep X-rays be adminiatered, they should
be given with great caution to protect the
neighbouring structurea (e.g., intestines,
bladder) from their action. Tnto questions
of technique I cannot enter bere, but it is
generally helieved that the best results are
obtained when the full dose of X-rays is
given within a period of about a week.
Tt T may do so I would suggest that a
cablegram in the following terms would
sum up the position with fair accuracy:—
Cahlegram begins: Value of deep X-ray
therapy appears to differ according to situa.
tion and mnature of cancer, bedt results,
womb, prostate, breast, good technique es.
sential combined with operation or radium
sometimes very beneficial ends.
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The other letter is from Dr. W. Stanley Wy- of X-rays by giving very intense radiation
ward of the Fulham Cancer Hosptial. He for short periods at short intervals: from
writes:— 15 to 45 minutes daily or every second day

I am very pleased to give you what
information I c¢an concerning the suc-
cess of deep X.ray therapy. In the first
place, however, it must be understood that
this mutter is sfill in what is really an ex-
perimental stage, and no finality has yet
been reached. The method has only been in
use some two years or so, and it requires
many years, it may be vp to 20 years, be-
fore it is possible to say that a canmecr ia
cored. Again, tbere are several variations
in the teehnique each of which has some
influence on the final results The present
mathod of deep X-ray therapy originated
at Erlangen. There each pafient receives
only one or two perinds of treatment, buf
the periods are long and the radiation in-
tense. Each lasts five or six hours and the
rays are focused from a smeries of points
in guccession so that no area of the skin
receives a large dose of rays although the
tumour, situated at the focus, receives the
maximum possible. Unfortunately, grave
ill-effects may follow this procedure. How
it bappens is by nn means rertain, but no
small proportion of the patients srffer after-
wards from very severe intoxication mani-
fested by headache, persistent nausea with
vomiting and retching and extreme prostra-
tion. When the abdomen is the part irrad.
jated these symptoms rveach their greatest
intensity. The intestines are peculiarly lia.
ble to injury by X-rays and are often the
geat, in comsequence, nf inflammation and
uleceration with diarrhea and blood and
mueus jo the stools. From this conditinn
some of the patients have nevar recovered,
but have gone steadily down hill and appar-
ently died earlier than would otherwise have
been the ease. Many cures have, however,
been claimed for this metiod, but belore
they can be accepted it would be mecessary
to submit them to the scrutiny of an imfpar-
tial authority, since apart from other reas-
ons, the criteria of cure acecpted by differ-
ent observers vary so widely and the possi-
bility of mistaker diagnosis is so eomsider-
able. In any ease these claims are alinost
or entirely confined to those working at Er-
langen (as opposrd to others 1ging the Er.
langen teehnique at other centres), and
general opinion is now, I helieve, fairly uni.
form that the method fails to effeet its
object. Certain it is that I personally have
never seer aly exXample of improvement
from it, while I have seen several cases
which received no benefit whatever, but
after treatmont progressed in the ordinary
manner. It is, of course, obvious that there
is one great difficulty cnmmon to this and
every other method of deep X-ray therapy,
viz., that of localising the tumour; one can
only guess its exact positicro and on that
guess-peint focus the rays. In course of
time this may he overrome but not yet.
At the Cancer Hospital an attempt has been
made to avoid the ill-effecta of large doses

according as the individual patient reacts.
This has proved very sueressful from that
point of view, but has glso suggested that
X-rays are not sufficient in curing enncer
by reason of any lethal action on the malig-
nant cells, but in virtue of some general
reaction of the body which is inimical to
them. What this reaction is is still un-
known, how to determine its intensity at
any given moment is extremely doubtful,
and we have not yet any meana of knowing
what dose of X-rays will prodvee it in any
given case. These points are all being in-
vestigated at the moment, So far we are
only able to proceed by guess-work and
hope for the best. We have, however, al-
ready met with several cases which have
reacted in a remarkable way to this tech-
nique, aad, if not cured, their condition
has at least been very greatly ameliorated
and their lives prolonged and rendered mors
tolerable. But in addition te all these vital
phenomena which play so important a rdle
in X-ray therapy, it appears that the actual
inatruments employed play almost or per-
haps quite as great a part in ensuring sue-
cess, e.g., the voltage of the induced cur-
rent, the efficiency of the coil and the elim-
ination of reverse eurrents, the type of tube,
and 30 on. Into these matters I cannot
enter as they are highly technical and I
am personally concerned only with the
patients, not with the apparatus uwsed for
their treatment. I could, however, find out
any such details if necessary. To summar-
ise then the present positien, some exiremely
suggestive and encouraging results have so
far been obtained at the Cancer Hospital
by meana of deep X-radiation by the tech-
nique there employed, but much detail vet
remains to be worked out before the method
can be perfected. At the same time it may
properly be recommended to suifable caces
of vancer, though it should never be allowed
to take the first. Purthermore, only those
having thorough experience of this method
should ever attempt to use it or more harm
than benefit may result. I hope tbat this
brief resumé may be of service to the Hon-
ourable the Premier of Western Australia
and be what he wished. In writing it I
have confined myself strietly to the terms
of reference, viz., deep X-ray therapy. If
there is any further informalion he desires
either on that matter or X-rediation in gen-
eral 1 shall be pleased to furnish it if I
possess it.
I felt it only right that I showld read the
opinions of these experts to the Houge, I
hope before long a deep therapy plant will be
ingtalled in the Perth Hospital. The malig-
pnancy and extent of the disease are well
known, Because of that it ealls for the great.
est gympathy on the part of members. I
hope the motion will be agreed to.

Question put and passed, and a message
accordingly returned to the Couneil



1590

BILL--VETERINARY SURGEONS ACT
AMENDMENT.

In Committee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Minister for
Agriculture in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—Amendment of Section 25, Per-
mits to unregistered veterinary surgeona:

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN:
ment—
That in proposed Subsection &, line 7,
““thirty’’ be struck out and ‘‘twenty’’ in-
serted in lieu.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The amendment proposes to reduce the
radius from 30 miles to 20. But we munst
allow a reasonable distance from the sur-
gery of a registered veterinary surgeon,
within which uaregistered veterinary sur-
geons may not practice, especially as travel-
ling nowadays ik so much easier and more
expeditious. The radius of 30 miles should
be retained.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Suppose a regis-
tered practitioner established himself within
the radius of 30 miles, would the permit to
the unregistered practitioner be withdrawn?

The Minister for Agriculture: In such cir-
cumstances the board may withdraw it.

Hon. P. Collier: It would certainly be
withdrawn, .

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We know what
these boards are, and how they are con-
stituted. Roads do mot run as the crow
flies, and a radius of 30 miles might in praec-
tice mean a radius of 50.

The Minister for Agriculture: To-day the
unregistered veterinary surgeon is shut out
altogether.

Bon, W. C. ANGWIN: Registered veter-
inary surgeons will not go to new districts
nntil these have become sufficiently settled to
assure the registered practitioner a good live-
lihcod. 'Why should the unregisiered man,
who may be perfectly competent, be pushed
out upon the advent of a registered prae-
titioner?

The Minister for Agriculture: He will be
pushed out only at the diseretion of the
board.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: That is, at the
discretion of the registered men, according
to the Minister’s own argument. A radius
of 20 miles, which is equal to a diameter of
40 miles, is quite sufficient to safeguard the
interests of the registered man,

Amendizent put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

I move an amend-

Ayes 13
Noes 15
Majority against 2
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AYRS.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Johnston
Mr. Broun Me. Lutey
Mr. Cheason Mr. Marshall
Mr. Colller Mr. McCalium
Mr. Corboy Mr, Munsle
Mr, Harrison Mr, Lambert
My, Heron (Telier.)
NoEs.
Mr. Angelo Sir James Mitchell
Mr, Carter Mr. Pickering
Mra. Cowan Mr. Richardeon
Mr. Durack Mtr. Sampson
Mr. George Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Underwood
Mr, H. K. Maley Mr, Mullany
Mr, Mann (Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.

Mr, McCALLUM: I move an amendment—

That the following be added to the
clouge:—"'“ It 48 further provided that any
reputable person who, prior to the great
war, had wundergone not less than three
years' training in a veterinary hospital in
this State, efficiently equipped and ma-n-
tained for the treatment of the diseases and
injuries of the domesticated animals, and
who subsequently served abroad with the
Austrolian I'mperial Forces shall, on satis-
factory proof of sueh facts being g ven to
the board, be registered as a wveleringry
practiliondr in accordance with the pro-
wmsgions of the principal Act. Provided ai-
ways that application under th's amend-
ment shall be made within siz months from
the date of its becoming law.”’

The amendment covers such a case as that of
which T spoke on the sccond reading, and
therefore would remove a grave injustice now
existing. In this evening’s newspaper the
man I have in mind is paid a very high com-
pliment by Mr. Weston, admittedly as good
a veterinary surgeon as ean be found in this
State, Mr. Weston’s complimentary remarks
referred to the man’s work in connection with
the outbreak of disease among cattle at Fre-
mantle. The existing law will not permit the
man to he registered, although he has the
approval and support of all the stoeck owners
in the Fremantie district.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE: 1L
am in perfect agreement with the mover of
the amendment as to the particular case he
has mentioned. I have some knowledge of the
man, and he appears to me to be very cap-
able, and possessed of sound, ¢ommonsense,
practical knowledge. I am prepared to ae-
cept the amendment subjett to a little al-
teration. I move an amendment on the
amendment—

That after ‘‘board,”’ in line 10 of the
amendment, there be inserted ‘‘and +f the
board in its discrelion so directs.’’

There is no reason to believe that the board
will not aet as desired by the mover.

Mr. Mann: But there might be other
similar eases. L
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Then the amendment would still be a diree-
tion to the board.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: The man having
served in the war, we should do this our-
selves, and not leave it to be dome by the
board.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
There is no opposition whatever to this parti-
cular case. There may be other men similarly
situated and the board should have some dis-
cretijon.

Hon, W. G, ANGWIN: The Committee
shonld make this appoiniment direct.

The Minister for Agriculture: That is
quite unusnal,

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: The amendment
stipulates that any person admitted must
have served abroad with the Awustralian
Imperial forces.

The Minister for Agriculture: There are
plenty of them.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Not men who
served as veterinary surgeons!

The Minister for Agriculture: The amend-
ment does not describe the man as a ‘‘vet-
erinary surgeen,’’ but as a ‘‘veterinary
practitioner.”’ There is a great distinction
between the two. -

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: It also provides
that any person admitted under the terms
of the amendment must have undergone not
less than three years’ training in a veterin-
ary lospital in this State. Are there many
men who will come within that category?

Mr. Teesdale: T know one who will.

Hou. W. C. ANGWIN: Suppose there are
half a dozen or a dozen!

The Premier: You would not admit doe-
tors in this wholesale fashion!

Hon. W, ¢, ANGWIN: If a man went
through his medical course and only missed
registration as a medical practitioner be-
cause he went to the war, it would be right
to register him and not hand over our power
to a board, The position is that we are
punishing qualified people because they went
to the war.

The Premier: That is not so. We must
have some regard for dumb animals as well
as human beings.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: A mar who has
spent three years in a veterinary hospital
must have had some training.

Mr. Latham: And he should pass seme
examination now before he is registered.

Hon, W, €, ANGWIN: He has to give
satisfactory proof that he has undergone
not lees than three years’ training in a
veterinary hospital in this State.

Mr. Latham: We have to be consistent.
Remember the Architects Billl

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: If the member for
York had made such a proposal in connac-
tion with the Architects Bill I wonld have
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supported him, We should not punish in-
dividuals becaunse they lost their opportunity
to be registered owing to their war services.
The Committee should direct the board wo
register a man on production of proof as re-
quired by the amendment,

Mr. Underwood: Without any test or ex-
amination?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The man particu-
larly concerned is known to the board. He
would not have any difficulty in securing
registration, even if the Minister’s sngges-
tion were adopted.

Mr. Pickering: The Minister gave you his
assu?ance that the board would pass the
man

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: If the man con-
cerned lived in the back country the board
would not have any personal experience of
him, and in that case the man would prob-
ably be turned down,

Hon. F. T. BROUN: The Minister’s
amendment on the amendment is not neces-
sary. I agree that only qualified men should
be registered as veterinary surgeons. The
member for South Fremantle’s amendment
is concise and clear. A man seeking regis-
tration must produce proof to the satisfae-
tion of the board.

The MINISTER FORE AGRICULTURE:
A person may have been engaged with a
qualified veterinary surgeon in a veterinary
hospital and still not have the slightest
knowledge regarding operations, the giving
of medicines or anything else in connection
with veterinary work, although he may have
been there for three years,

Mr. Mann: Your amendment means that
he must pass an examination.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
1t means nothing of the kind. If the mem-
ber for South Fremantle’s amendment be
earried, it will enable a persea so registered
to practise anywhere in the State. ‘That
is a big concession. I admit the gualifica-
tions of the man referred to by the member
for SBouth Frcmantle, and T desire to assist
him. I submitted the rough notes of the
hon. member’s amendment to the Solicitor
General, who advised that it would be wise
to insert the words I have proposed. Cannot
the Committee accept my assurance ¢ [
have met the member for South Fremantle
more than half way.

Mr. MUNSIE: T hope the Committee will
not agree to the Minister’s amendaent
whieh will mean that not one of the men
concerned will secure registration, beuvsuse
they will have to go hefore the hoard, the
members of which have alreaty r¢fused
them registration. If discretion is given to
the board, the man narticularly concerned
will not be registered.

The PREMIER: The members of the board
are not hostile to the gentfeman v: der dis.
cussion. The hoard will register him will-
ingly if the necessary power is afforded
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thems.  TFhey have not that power to-day.
The Committee should remember that damb
animals have feelings. You. members would
not register doctors to practise on them-
selves as readily as they are prepuield 1o
register veterinary siergeons. .o man decling
with dumb animals should have some
qualifications. The Veterinary Suorgeons’
Board is merely varrring ont the wishes of
Parliament anl no power is availuble to
permit the boanl to register men at present,

Mr. Munsie: The board wonld not register
the inen before examination,

The PREMIER: The smendment on the
amendment says the board raay register them.
We must give somebody the right to judge
the applicant’s qualifieation for registration.
It i8 wrong to believe the board is hostile to
the applicants. The board is composed of
reasonable men, whom we ought to trust.

Mr. PICKERING: 1 will support the
amendment on the amendment. To-day a lot
of people are travelling about the c¢ountry
attending to horses’ mouths; why should they
not all be registered? Never before have we
so nrgently needed expert knowledge in vet-
erinary science, yet it is proposed to allow
anybody and everybedy to practice! Surely
we can trnst the board to do the right thing.
Presently we shall have even more valuable
stock than we have to-day, and so we should
see to it that only gkilied men are permitted
to treat them in sickness or disease,

Mr. MeCALLUM: The only thing I fear
from the amendment on the amendment is
that the board will fix a stiff examination.,

The Minister for Agriculture: There is no
examination.

Mr. Teesdale:
of the applicant.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: Don’t you believe it!

Mr. McCALLUM: What test will the
board apply?

The Premier: If the board does not com-
ply with the Act, we can deal with the board.

Mr. McCALLUM: One of the many exist-
ing boards insists upon three languages be-
fore a man is permitted to pull a tooth. How
many languages, them, will the Veterinary

It is merely the character

Surgeons’ Board requira before permitting &.

man to practise on a horse¥ I do not want
the board to set a stiff examination.

The Minister for Agrienlture: No exam-
ination is provided for. The hon. member
need not fear.

Mr. MeCALLUM: But I do fear that the
board will apply an impossible test so as to
prevent a man from securing registration.

Mr. CORBOY: There is no necessity to
leave anything to the discretion of the board.
Already we have boards using every con-
ceivable means to prevent men from obtain-
ing registration. Al these boards are inter-
ested hodies, who find it to their advantage
to keep their profession as restricted as pos-

gible,
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Amendment on the amendment put and 2
division taken with the following result:—

Ayes .- . ..o 14
Noes . e .o 14
A tie
AYES,
Mr. Angelo v Mr. H. K. Maley
Mr. Carter i Bir James Mitchel
Mr. Durack Mr. Pickering
Mr. George Mr. Sampsen
Mr. Harrison Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Underwood
Mr. Johaston Mr. Mullapy
[ Peller.s
NOES.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Lathara
Mr. Chesson Mr. Lutoy
Mr. Clydesdale Mr. Marshglt
Mr. Calller | Mr. MeCallum
Mr. Corboy Mr. Munele
Mrs, Cowan Mr. Richardson
Mr. Lambert Mr. Heron
(Teller.)

The CHAIEMAN: I give my casting vote
with the noes.

Amendment on the amendment thus mega-
tived.

Amendment put and passed; the clause as
amended agreed to.

Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with an amendment,

House adjourned at 10.17 p.m.



